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COMMENTARIES. 


& 
An Accoun of Books. 


I. 


Joannis Steidele Chirurgia, et Artis Olfeiricia in 
Univerfitate Vindobonenft Profefforis publici ex- 
traord. Obfervationes de Rupto in Partus dolori- 
bus Utero, Epicrifibus illuftrate. 8vo. Vindo- 
bone, 


N this treatife five cafes are related of diff- 

cult labours, in which ruptures of the uterus 

occurred. In fome of them our author was 

immediately concerned as a practitioner in mid- 

- wifery; the others were communicated to him 
by friends and acquaintances. 
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In the firft of thefe cafes, our author was 
called to the affiftance of a woman who had 
been twelve days in labour, The account he 
got from the midwife, and another practitioner 
who attended, was, that the patient had for- 
merly been delivered of eight children, and of 
all of them with tolerable eafe; that the mid- 
wife, who now attended, and who officiated on 
all the other occafions, on being called at this 
time, found the abdomen exceedingly tumid ; 
but as theorifice of the uterus was fomewhat 
dilated, and the head of the child prefented 
very favourably, fhe had not the leaft doubt of 
the labour going on eafily. ‘The membranes 
had burft on the fecond day from the com- 
mencement of the pains, and nothing farther 
had as yet been done than prefcribing fome 
internal remedies for the relief of a moft vio- 
lent pain in the region of the os facrum. Our 
author, on examining the patient, found her 
very weak, her pulfe exceedingly quick, and 
frequently intermitting ; fhe was obliged to fit 
in an erect pofture, as fhe found herfelf in dan- 
eer of fuffocating on attempting to lay down in 
bed. He was told by the midwife, and likewife 
by Mr. Lebmacher, the other practitioner who 
attended, that the head of. the child had al- 
ways continued to prefent, and that the pain 
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a. 


in the region of the facrum had continued 
without intermiffion, till lately, that a fudden 
cracking noife had been obferved even by the 
byftanders ; immediately upon this the pains 
had abated, but a very confiderable hemor- 
rhage had occurred from the vagina. 


if 
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The head could not now be difcovered, and 
the woman being in a very defperate fituation, 
our author judged it advifeable to effect a de- 
livery immediately by the feet, which was ac- 
cordingly done, the child being dead ; but as 
it did not appear to have been long fo, fome 
attempts were made for its recovery, though 
without effect. 


Nothing was omitted that could with any 
probability be of fervice to the mother; but 
no relief being obtained, fhe at laft died on 
the twelfth day after delivery. The belly had 
{welled to a very great degree, and any lochial 
difcharge that had occurred was exceedingly 
foetid, and of a dark brown colour. On 
opening the abdomen, after death, a vatt 
quantity of bloody water was difcharged, and 
alfo a great deal of very foetid air. The omen- 
tum, ftomach, and inteftines, were greatly 
{welled and diftended, and confiderable adie- 
fions occurred between different vifcera ; an 
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extenfive rupture was found in the uterus, be- 
ing internally of about four inches in length, 
and externally very nearly fix inches, 


The cavity of the uterus contained a quan- 
tity of black putrid blood, the body of the 
uterus itfelf, near to the ruptured parts, was 
gangrenous, but the peritoneum covering that 
vifcus was not in any degree affected. 


The fecond cafe here related was commu- 
nicated to our author by Mr. Cranz. A wo- 
man having died in the courfe of a tedious la- 
bour, the Cefarian operation was performed, 
foon after death, when the uterus was found 
ruptured to fuch an extent as to admit of the 
body of the foetus being almoft wholly pro- 
truded into the cavity of the abdomen. The 
only circumftance which occurred on diflection 
as the caufe of the rupture of the uterus, was, 
the fize of the foctus, which was much larger 
than ufual ; and, from the account given by the 
midwife who attended, it had probably pre- 
fented in a preternatural direction. 


Cafes third and fourth occurred, we are in. 
formed, to Mr. Lebmacher of Vienna. The 
Ceiarian operation was in both performed foon 
after tne death of the mothers, but we are not 
informed whether either of the children were 
faved or not. 
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As a more concife and diftinét account is 
given of the different circumftances which oc- 
curred in the fifth Cafe related by our author, 
than any of the preceding, we fhall here tran- 
{cribe the hiftory. 


He was called on the 22d of June to a wo- 
man newly dead in labour, with a view to fave 
the child by the Czfarian operation. The ab- 
domen, inftead of being tenfe, and of a tound- 
ifh fhape, was foft and collapfed, and the 
limbs of the child were very perceptable to 
the touch, upon preffure on the right fide of the 
abdomen. 3 


On making an incifion into the left fide of 
the abdomen, a great quantity of fluid blood 
burft out, together with the head of the child, 
and a dead foctus was immediately extracted. 


The fize of the foctus was lefs than ufual at 
the eighth month of pregnancy, the colour of 
the fkin appeared natural, nor was there any 
thine morbid difcovered, and the placenta, be- 
ing feparated from the uterus, was extracted 
entire. 


A rupture of confidcrable extent was de- 
tected in the anterior part of the uterus, a lit- 
tle above its neck, between that and the fun- 
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dus; the peritoneum, near to the laceration, 
was every way feparated from the uterus. The 
uterus appeared of a natural healthy colour ex- 
ternally, but its internal furface was fomewhat 
fpongy and gangrenous ; the ligaments of the 
uterus, together with the ovaria and Fallopian 
tubes, were of a deep red colour. All the 
reft of the vifcera appeared natural, but a con- 
fiderable quantity of blood was found extrava- 
fated in the abdomen, and the entrance to the 
pelvis, between the pubis and facrum, was 
fomewhat more narrow than ufual. 


The following is an account of circumftances 
which preceded this woman’s death, as obtain- 
ed from the midwife, the hufband, and other 
relations. She was 25 years of age, had been 
liable to fome abortions, but had neverthelefs 
been delivered of ten children, of which feve- 
ral were then living. All her labours were te- 
dious, and attended with convulfions; during 
this laft pregnancy, fhe frequently complained 
of a pain above the ilia, and upon the pelvis, 
which, at times, was very acute, and on other 
occafions more tolerable; and about feven 
weeks before her death, fhe fell upon the 
ftreet, with her abdomen towards the ground, 
which left a kind of hot burning pain upon 
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the parts thus particularly expofed to the vio- 
lence, 


The day preceding that of her death, the 
patient was feized with burning pains over the 
abdomen, and on the region of the os facrum ; 
- and in the evening a {mall degree of hemor- 
rhage from the pudenda was obferved. On 
the midwife being called, fhe could not diftin- 
guifh propcrly whether the head of the child 
prefented or not, although the orifice of the 
uterus was fomewhat dilated, and a very confi- 
derable weight was difcovered about its neck. 


The burning pains in the region of the fa- 
crum, and onthe anterior part of the abdo- 
men, became more violent, fo as to be very 
tormenting. About two in the morning, the 
patient raifed herfelf up in bed, paffed her 
urine, and immediately fell down again, cry- 
ing moft violently with pain. The pain above | 
the pubis was fo exceffive as to give a fenfa- 
tion as if fire was actually applied to the parts, 


and delirium, attended with convyulfions, im- 
mediately occurred. 


The midwife, at this time, although the 
orifice of the uterus ftill remained dilated, 
could not difcover any part of the foetus; the 
hemorrhage had now difappeared, the patient 
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fometimes vomited, and was troubled with 
frequent faintings; the face, hands, and feet 
became cold, and in a fhort time thereafter fhe 
died. A phyfician, who had been called in 
about an hour before death, prefcribed blood- 
Jetting, and fome other remedies, but without 
any effect, 

The midwife fiill afferted that fhe never 
eould diftinguifh the head of the child; and 
fhe likewife faid that fhe could not difcover the 
membranes, and that the waters never ap- 
peared. The patient during the laft day of 
_her life, lof the ufe and feeling of her left 

arm, and could not move it in any degree, but 
with the affiftance of herright hand. Our au- 
thor, in his remarks on this and the preced- 
ine cafes, obferves, that in this laft cafe, the 
fiens which commonly precede a rupture of 
‘the uterus were pretty manifeft, particularly 
thefe pains in the regions of the offa ilia and 
pubis ; that burning pain which in the begin- 
aie of the labour became fo intolerable ; the 
neck of the uterus always continuing high, 
ard the child making no progrefs, although 
the labour-pains were pretty fevere. 

The fymptoms which occurred on the rup- 
ture actually taking place, he oblferves, were 

very 
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very charatteriftic of this event, particularly 
that acute burning pain which inftantly fuc- 
ceeded an effort to make water; the want of 
that weight at the orifice of the uterus, which 
the midwife had previoufly obferved ; together 


with the vomiting, delirium, and convulfions, 
which afterwards took place. 


The caufes which evidently occurred here 
for the rupture of the utcrus, were, the many 


difficult labours which the patient had formerly © 


undergone ; a circumftance which our author 
remarks, might probably tend to weaken the 
uterus ; but the moft immediate caufe he fup- 
pofes to be an inflammation, with that ten- 
dency to gangrene obferved after death, and 
which, fhe thinks, might probably be induced 


by that fall, we are told the woman met with, 
a fhort time before her being taken ill. 


When, from a very tedious labour, or other 
circumftances, there is reafon to fufpect that 
a rupture of the uterus may occur, we are di- 
rected, as the moft certain preventative, to ef- 
fect a delivery as quickly as poffible, by turn- 
ing the child, if the head prefents, and ex- 
tracting by the feet. . 


In the five cafes here related by our authcr, 
the ruptures all occurred in different fituations 
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of the uterus, which gives him occafion to re- 
mark, that every part of that vifcus is equally 
liable to be ruptured, 


If. 


Georgii Haffner Nofocomit Pazmarriani Chi- 
rurgi Differtatio Medico-Chirurgica, de Hydrope 
Articulorum. 8vo. Vindobone. 


Y dropfical {wellings of the joints, our 
author here means thofe tumors whofe 
contents are either preternatural quantities 
of the fynovia of joints, or collections of 
purulent, ferous, or watery fluids. All the 
joints of the body are fubject to this diforder, 
but it occurs more frequently, we are told, in 
the knee than in any other. 


The following are enumerated by our author 
as the fymptoms of the firft ftage of the difeafe, 


A pain is perceived on motion, whieh at firft 
is flight, but afterwards becomes very fevere. 
A foft colourlefs tumor is obferved, which yields 
fo much upon preflure, as to admit, when it af- 
fects the knee, of the condyles of the femur be- 
ing felt. The fwelling is at firft equally diffufed 
over the patella and neighbouring parts; but as 
irencreafes in fize, it becomes frequently confined 
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to particular parts, infomuch, that on fome 
occafions no tumor whatever is perceptible 
about the infertion of the tendon into the pa- 
tella, while on one or both fides of it a very 
confiderable degree of {welling takes place.— 
As the difeafe advances, the tumor, in fome 
inftances, arrives at very great degrees of mag- 
nitude, extending from two or three inches 
above the patella to an equal diftance below it. 
In general, the fluctuation of a fluid is very 
evident ; but when the matter happens to be 
deep, and efpecially when any degree of rigi- 
dity in the ligaments occurs, the fluctuation 
then becomes lefs perceptible. 


Thefe are the fymptoms which ufually occur 
in the more recent ftate of fuch fwellings ; but 
when the diforder has either been of long con- 
tinuance, or has been improperly treated, it 
forms, as it were, a new difeafe, perfectly dif- 
ferent from the original dropfy of the joint, 
to which, indeed, it at laft comes to retain no 


kind of analogy. 


In fome fuch inftances the collection of mat- 
ter becomes fo confiderable as to occafion real 
diflocations of the joints; but when, from the 
ftrength of the articulation in the joints, diflo- 
cations do not occur, the ftagnating fluids, 

either 
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either from the heat of the parts, or from 
their own proper acrimony, come to produce 
erofions, inflammations, and fuppurations. of 
the ligaments and other foft parts, with cari- 
ous affections of the bones, which at laft are 
commonly fucceeded by fever. 


The caufe of dropfical fwellings of the 
joints, are referred by our author to two gene- 
ral heads, ‘The firft comprehends whatever 
can produce an accumulation of the fynovia of 
the joints, and the fecond includes all fuch 
caufes as can occafion a depofition of any other 
kind of fiuid in the cavities of joints. 


Some affections of the joints are enumerated, 
with which diforders or this nature are apt to 
be confounded; the firft of thefe are fwellings 
of the fungous kind. The following are the 
means of diftinction pointed out by our author. 


In the firft place he obferves, that fungous 
excrefcences are commenly fituated without 
the cavities of the joint, and are moveable with 
the fkin, whereas dropfical colleétions of this 
nature are always contained in the capfular li- 
gaments of joints. 

2d. The former moft frequently proceed 
from external violence, whereas the latter ufu- 


ally arifes from fome internal caufe. 
3d, The 
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3d. The want of fluctuation in tumors from 
fungous excrefcencies afford another ground 
for diftinction, | 

4th. The duration of fungous {wellings, 
without an aggravation of fymptoms, is com- 
monly much more confiderable than ever oc- 
curs from dropfical collections. 

And, laftly, aftringent cauftic applications, 
which, in fungous fweilings, are commonly 
recommended, frequently here do miichief. 

Hydropic fweliings in the cavities of joints 
may fomctimes too be confounded with cede- 
matous tumors; but, by atrencing to the fol- 
lowing circumftances, the one may always be 
readily diftinguifhed from the other. An 
cedema always occupies the ceils of the adi- 
pofe membrane, whereas the other is always 
confined to the cavities of capfular ligaments. 
In the latter, a fluctuation is always more or 
lefs evident; whereas in the former no flu@tua- 
tion ever takes place, and the {welled parts are 
eafily pitted by preffure. 


In the cure of diforders of this kind, we are 
defired, in their incipient flates, always to at- 
tempt difcuffion. With this view, cold water 
poured upon the parts is recommended ; fric- 
tions, frequently repeated; fomentations of 
wine, falt, vinegar, urine, and other acrid 
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fubftances; embrocations of any of the warm 
mineral waters, and more particularly fomen.-. 
tations of cicuta, which are advifed as the moft 
effectual application for every {welling of this 
nature. Hydrogogue purges, diuretics, fudo- 
-rifics, and other internal medicines of the fame 
nature, are directed to-be ufed at the fame 
time with thefe external applications. 


By a proper continuance of a courfe of this 
kind, many hydropic fwellings of the joints, we 
are told, have been removed ; and one very bad 
cafe is related of a {welling of this nature, in the 
joint of the foot, attended with fevere pains, and 
a confiderable collection of a fluid, which was 
cured by the ufe of fomentations of cicuta alone. 


But when diforders of this kind have been 
of long continuance, fo as to have occafioned 
any confiderable degree of fwellings, we are 
directed not tc have much dependence either 
on internal remedies or external applications. 
In fuch inftances we are defired, as the only 
effe€tual method, to evacuate the contained 
matter by a fmall opening into the cavities of 
the joints. Different modes of opening fuch 
collections have been adopted; the moft fre- 
quent is by means of a lancet, or trocar, and 
afterwards introducing fmall doffils of lint, or 
other fubftances, to prevent a too fudden co- 


alefcence 


4 
| 
4 
i 
4 
i 
| 
‘| 
hed 
AR 
4; 


COMMENTARIES. 137 


alefcence of the parts, ‘This method our author 
long purfued; fometimes it proved fuccefsful, » 
but much more frequently it failed, from the for- 
mation of matter, febrile affections, and other 
bad fymptoms which often enfued. At laft, 
accident difcovered a mode of proceeding, 
which he has ever fince followed, and always 
with fuccefs, 


& 


/ 


A {welled joint was opened in the ufual way, 
and it was intended alfo to prevent the fides of 
the wound from coalefcing, by the introduction 
of proper doffils; as without attending to that 
precaution, it was not fuppofed that a cure 
could be obtained. When the. parts came to 
be examined, however, with a view to their 
being dreffed, the doffils were found to nave 
been improperly applied, fo that the wound in 
the capfular ligament of the joint was healed 
up. In confequence of this, our autaor never 
doubted but the operation would be to do over 
again, but was greatly furprifed to find that 
the refult proved otherwife, a fpeedy and laft- 
ing cure being obtained without any farther 
remedy than the ufe of cicuta fomentations to 
the parts. Since that pericd, our author has 
always practifed this operation, in the follow- 
ing manner. Suppofing the difeafe is feated 
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in the kitce ; as the fwelling is commonly more 


prominent above the patella, and fomewhat to 
one fide than at any other part, the outer fide of 
the joint is fixed upon for the opening, which he 
directs to be made with a fmall lancet, between 
the infertion of the tendon of the reétus mufcle 
of the thigh, and the external hamftrings. After 
the opening is effected, all the contained mat- 
ter is directed to be evacuatcd, cither by pro- 
per preffure, or by a gentle rotatory motion of 
the leg and foot. This being done, the open- 
ing is to be as exactly united as poffible, by 
means of an adhefive plafter, and a proper 
bandage. 


On fome occafions, we are told, a fecond 
opening has been rendered neceffary, but this, 
our author fays, occurs very feldom, Any finall 
quantities of fluid, which fometimes remain in 
the parts, after every method has been tried 
for their evacuation, will in general be eafily 
diffpated by the ufe of cicuta fomentations. 


Our author does not mean to fay, that the 
mode propofed will ever prove effectual, when 
the diforder has proceeded to any of its more 
advanced ftages. In fuch inftances, when the li- 
eaments, bones, &c. become affected, very 
different methods of become neceflary ; it 
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is only in the fimple ftate of a colleted fluid 
that he means to recommend the prattice. 
Having finifhed his obfervations upon drop- 
fical fwellings of the joints, our author then 
proceeds to favour us with fome mifcellaneous 
remarks on the treatment of other diforders. 


A fimilar mode of treatment to that which is 
above recommended for collections about the 
joints, will probably be found to anfwer, we 
are told, in all tumors of the hydatide kind, 
in cafes of encyfted dropfy wherever they are 
fituated, and in the empyema—Of this laft 
diforder a cafe is related, where the practice 
proved effectual. 


The following hiftory being very remaik- 
able, we fhall ftate it fully. A woman, who 
for feveral weeks had complained of a violent 
pain in her right arm and fhoulder, was, at her 
own earneft defire, let blood. The blood was 
taken from the found arm; in a very fhort 
{pace after the operation, fhe was feized with 
anxiety, difficulty of breathing, and heat about 
the precordia. Thefe fymptoms encreafing, 
the patient was at laft fcized with a difiiculty 
of {wallowing, which gradually became worfe, 
fo that for five days before death, fhe was not 
able to fwallow any thing, 
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On opening the body after death, the peri- 
cardium was found fo diftended with an ichor- 
ous kind of purulent matter, that almoft the 
whole cavity of the cheft was filled with it ; 
and no other caufe for the difficult deglutition 
could be detected. : 


A very bad cafe of fiftula in ano is related, 
that was cured by injections of a decoction of 
cicuta. The difeafe had been of two years 
itanding ; penetrated feveral inches up the 
rectum ; and as there was a fufpicion of the 
os facrum being earious, a palliative treatment 

was attcmpicd ; in the {pace of fiz weeks from 
the commencement of the cicuta injections, a 
complete cure was optained, 


The lait remark made by our author refpetts 
incarcerated herria, in which the application 
of oats, moderately heated, to the fwelled 
part, is recommended as a practice frequently 
found effectual at Vienna. It was among the 
common people only, that the practice took 
place. Our author acknowleges, that, for a 
long time he placed no dependence upon their 
effects; at laft, by rcpeated evidence of their 
influence, he was convinced of the contrary ; 
and a cafe of hernia is related, in which, after it 
had refifted the ufe cf tobacco-fmoke, and every 
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application common in fuch cafes, the opera- 
tion was refolved upon ; but the patient’s wife 
infifling on atrial of dried oats, the requeft was 
agreed to, and a cufe was thereby obtained. 


TL. 


Jacobi Koftrzewfki; Poloni, Nodilis Patriiii Var- 
fovienfis 4. A. L. L. et Phibfopbia Doétoris, 
Differtatio Medica de Gratiola. 8vo. Vindo- 


bone. 


FE. are here favoured with a Differtation 

on the medicinal effects of hedge-hyf- 

fop, the Gratiola of Linnzus, Bauhin, and 
other botanica! writers. 


Before proceeding to the experimental part 
of the treatife, it may pot be improper to give 
our author’s defcription of the plant; and, 
with a view to evoid every rifk of mifreprefen- 
tation, we fhall here deliver it in his own 
words, 

Plante defcriptio. 


Ex Radice alba, teretiufcula, geniculata, 
calami mediocris crafietie fibris albidis deorfum 
tendentibus, horizontaliter repente, ftolonibus 
aucta, perenni emergunt. 


K 3 Caules 
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‘ Caules dodrantales, aut altiores, ima parte, 
prefertim fubmerfa, teretes, fubnudi; reliqua 
parta fubangulof, ere¢ti, intus fpongiofi, medi- 
tullio inanes, jam fimplices jamque ramofi. 

‘© Foliis hi ornantur ex adverfo pofitis, gia- 
bris, fubtrinerviis, unciam aut fefcunciam 
longes, quatuor ad quinque lineas latis; ex 
bafi latiore caulem amplexante & quafi in eo 
decurente, unde caulis fubangulofus adparet, 
ultra medietatem integris; altera vero parte 
apicem verfus argute ferratis. 


¢ Flores e foliorum axillis prodeunt folitarii, 
pedunculati ; quorum. 


‘<¢ Calyx monaphyllus, in quinque lacinias 
tubulatas profunde partitus, vix non femper 
Gucbus aliis foliolis linearibus patentibus, non- 
nungquam vero cum ipfo calyce coalitis, auc- 
tus elt. 


‘‘ Corolla monopetala tubo guadet calyce du- 
plo longiore, deorfum incurvato, fuperius fuf- 
cefcente, parumper conplanato, inferius fordide 
luteo, ftriato; ore partito in lacinias quatuor 
purpurafcentes, obtufas, patentes; lacinia fu- 
prema leviter emarginata, parumper latiore 
magifque erecta, unde ringens quodammoda 
adparct flos. 

Sins 


| 
au 
“4 
| 
; 
1 
4 
‘3 
id 
¢ 
Cals 
~- | i 


COMMENTARIES. 143 


*< Stamina intra corolla faucem fubvillofam 
latent duo antherifera, filamentis brevibus fupe- 


riori parti tubi adcreta; alia duo filamenta ad 


bafin corolle egrediuntur libera, tenuia, tubi 
longitudine ; anthera deficiente, cujus loco mi- 
nutiufculum apice capitulum gerunt. 


‘¢ Germen e fando calycis perfiftentis exfurgit 
conicum, in ftilum fimplicem elongatum, ftig- 
mate uncinato terminatum ; quod in capfulam 
abit ex ovato acuminatam, dilute rufcfcentem 
bilocularem, bivalem, feminibus exiguis rufis 
fostam. | 

<¢ Tota planta fapore infigniter amaro pradita 
eft. Crefcit paffim in rivulis aliifque locis in- 
undatis aut uliginofis. 


Floret menfe Julio, et Augufto.” 


Tke fecond chapter of the Differtation, con- 
tains the different appellations by which the 
plant, now under confideration, has been diftin- 
euifhed ; and likewife the opinions of various 
authors with refpect to its medicinal qualities. 


In the third chapter are related three 
eafes, which place in a ftriking point of view 
the good effects of gratiola in maniacal dif- 
orders ; and in the laft chapter we are favoured 
with an account of its effeéts jn a variety of 
other complaints. | 

K 4. A ftout 


. 


4 


“= 


; 
f 
j 
if 
- 
lig 
‘ 
3 
| 


144 £40 © Ah 


A ftout robuft man, aged 32 years, in the year 
1772, was feized with a kind of melancholy, 
which very foon terminated in real mania ; 
when he became fo furious as frequently to 
break the chains with which it was found ne- 
ceffary to bind him down to his bed. After 
repeated blood-lettings, and various other re- 
medies had been tried in vain, the patient was 
brought to the Spanifh hofpital at Vienna, in 
the month of October, 1774. 


He was now as bad as ever; his appetite, 
however, was good, his pulfe full, and the 
ftate of his belly and urine natural. Here 
alfo repeated blood-lettings were prefcribed, 
vith aperients, and large quantitics of cam- 
phor; as alfo blifters, both to the neck and 
legs. But no beneficial effects being obferved 
from thefe remedies, the powder of gratiola 
was at laft had recourfe to. 


tialf a drachm of the powder was exhibit- 
ed at eight o'clock in the morning, and four 
pounds of decoétion of grafs was allowed each 
day for ordinary drink. In an hour after taking 
the powder, both vomiting, purging, and a 
copious flow of urine were produced. Ten 
grains of the powder were alfo given in the 
evening. | 
Next 
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Next morning another half drachm of the 
powder was prefcribed ; the patient was this 
day conftantly delirious, and his pulfe had fuf- 
fered no material alteration. ‘The fame effects 
of vomiting, purging, and a copious flow of 


urine, were again the confequence of the exhi-- 


bition of the powder. The evening dofe was 
now omitted. 


The fame quantity of the powder was exhi- 
bited on the third day, and with the fame ef- 
fects. On the fourth day, the patient appeared 
more ferene, his appetite was good, his fleep 
quiet, and no medicine was this day given, but 
the decoction of grafs. 


On the fifth day he was much more furious 
than in the preceding day: half a drachm of 
the powder was given in the morning; and in 
the evening four grains of pills, of the Cyno- 
gloffus, were prefcribed. 


On the 6th, 7th, and 8th days, the patient 
ftill continued delirious, and the medicines on 
thefe days were altogether omitted : on the goth, 
yoth, and iyth days, he was fomewhat more 
quiet, and the medicine was again prefcribed, 
and with the fame fenfible effects as before. 


On the r2th day from the commencement 


of the penny the patient was in every re- 


{pect 
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foect much better ; he anfwered queftions dif- 
tinétly, and did not now prattife a variety of 
abfurd geftures, he had formerly done. The 
decoction of grafs was continued, but the gra- 
tiola was omitted. On the 13th day he was 
fo well as to write a well-connected letter. On 
the 15th day he was ftill better, reafoned fen- 
fibly upon every fubject; his pulfe, tongue, and 
ftate of reft, were now all natural. A fcruple 
of the powder was this day exhibited, and 
with the fame effects as before, of vomiting, 
purging, and a copious flow of urine, 


From this period, to the time of his difmif- 
fion from the hofpital, which happened about 
feven weeks from the day of his admiffion, he 
continued in perfect health, and did not thew 
the leaft appearance of mania, 


In the treatment of the other two caus of 
mania, cured by the ufe of gratiola, the re- 
medy was exhibited in nearly the fame dofes, 
and in the fame manner as related in the pre- 
ceding cafe, and it uniformly produced the 
fame effects of vomiting, purging, and a co- 
pious flow of urine. 


We fhall now give the particulars of a few 
of the other cafes related by our author, 
whercin the effects of the remedy under conf- 

 deration 
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deration appeared remarkable. In thefe cafes 
the powder was prepared as follows, and exhi- 
bited according to the following directions. 

Extra&. Gratiol. 3). 

Sacch. Alb. Lap. Cancror. aa 

Semen Fenic. 3j. M. f. pulvis tenuiflimus, de 
quo fumantur ab initio ter de die grana decem 
augendo fenflim dofim, donec diei fpatio 
drachma integra abfumatur. 


The firft of thefe hiftories contains the cafe 
of a girl, who laboured under an obftinate 
ozena, from a venereal taint. Having, for the 
{pace of fix months, made frequent trials of all 
the ufual antivenereal remedies, without any 
advantage, recourfe was then had to the pulvis 
eratiole. ‘The medicine being continued for 
the {pace of two months, or little more, a 
complete cure was thereby obtained. 


A young man, aged 21, was affected with 
obftinate ulcers in the fauces, cariofities in the 
bones of the nofe and palate, and tophi; and 
exoftofes of the bones of the extremities. For 
the fpace of two years, every antivenereal re- 
medy in common ufe had been had recourfe 
to, but with no beneficial effect whatever, and 
at this time the pulvis gratiola was prefcribed. 

The ufual fymptoms of naufea, a copious 


flow of urine, and frequent ftools, were the 


i} 
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only effects at firft obferved from the medi- 
dicine. On the 36th day from the commence- 
ment of the remedy, the ulcers on the fauces 
began to put on a better appearance, and in a 
fhort time thereafter were perfectly cured.— 
The bones of the. nofe and palate exfoliated, 
the tophi and exoftofes were by degrees dif- 
cuffed, and the patient was difmiffed entircly 
cured on the fortieth week from his admiffion 
to the hofpital. 


A man aged 92 years, after having for a 
ereat length of time made ufe of various re- 
medies for ulcers in his forehead and arm, ut- 
tended with carious affeCtions of the bones 
underneath, but without any advantage from 
them, was at laft put upon a courfe oe pulvis 
gratiolz,—Naufea, a copious flow of urine, fre- 
quent ftools, and violent head-achs, were the 
firft evident effects of the medicine ; and in the 


courfe of a few weeks, a cure of the different 
fymptoms was obtained, 


A man, aged 34 years, was advifed to have 
recourfe to the fame remedy for a venereal, 
cancerous-like ulcer on the penis, conjoined 


with a phymofis ; the inguinal glands were alfa 
iwelled and indurated. 


The 
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The ufual confequences were firft obferved 4 
from the medicine; and to thefe a copious fa- : 
livation fupervened, about a month from the 
commencement of the remedy; and in the 
fnace of another month from that period, a : 
complete cure was obtained. | 


The powder of gratiola was prefcribed for 
ayoung man labouring under a {welled tefticle, 
from a venereal infection. The medicine pro- 
duced the ufual efiects of vomiting, purging, 
an increafed fecretion of urine, and it alfo 
acted as a powerful fudorific. In little more 
than a month the man was difmified cured. 


A girl, aged 24 years, was admitted for a 
fluor albus, conjoined with buboes, from a ve- 
nereal taint.; the pulvis gratiole was here alfo 
prefcribed. 


On the 15th day from the commencement | 
of the remedy, the fluor albus ftill continued i 
violent, but the buboes were fenfibly diminifh- | 
ed; andin five weeks from the time of her 
admiffien, both the buboes, and difcharge 
from the vagina, were entirely removed. 


From the events of the cafes above related, 
as well as from a variety of others in which 
this medicine proved equally efficacious, the 

follow. 


‘ 


{ 
“7 
| 
| 
es 
4 
| 
| 
be: 
tip 
| 
a 
4 
I 
; 
} 
| 
} 
| 


150 


following conclufions, our author obferves, 
may be drawn with refpect to it. 


1ft. The gratiola may be given with fafety, 
both to male and female patients. 


2d. In all diforders proceeding from a fuper- 
abundance of ferum in the fluids, it appears 
to be a moft effectual remedy. 


3d. In confequence of this,.it is had re- 
courfe to, with very great advantage, in me- 
lancholia and mania, arifing from that ftate of 
the fyftem. 


4th. As it powerfully promotes purging, 
yomitang, fweat, and urine, it is hence much 
fuperior to any of the ufual evacuating reme- 
dics, moft of which prove only active in in- 


ducing one of thefe difcharges at once. 


5th. The moft obftinate cafes of gonorrhoea, 
fluor albus, and vencreal ulcers, are cured by 
the powder.—In fome inftances it has induced 
falivation ; but whether or not it can always 
be made to produce that effect, is not as yet 
altogether certain. 


6th. The powder of gratiola, prepared 
from the extract, and exhibited with fugar, 
does not induce vomiting; and on the con- 
trary, the powder of the root always promotes 


that evacuation, 
IV. Joh, 
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Joh. Francifcilgnat. Probtt Differtatio inaugur. de 
Sale Volatili Cantharidum. 8vo. Norimberge. 


FTER giving a defcription of the infeéts 
termed cantharides, the following che- 
mical analyfis of them is related by our author, 
A pound of cantharides being put into a glafs 
retort, properly fitted with a recciver, the re- 
tort was then placed in a fand heat; the fire 
was at firft very moderate, but was gradually 
increafed to a high degree of heat. 


Three ounces and a half of an urinous 
kind of fpirit, with a very difagreeable flavour, 
were firft brought over. Six drams of a feetid, 
brown, vifcid oil, and two ounces of beau- 
tiful white cryftals adhered to the receiver. 
The infects remaining in the retort ftill re- 
tained their original figure, although con- 
verted into a coal.—‘This coal, however, was 
not entircly deprived of its oil, as appeared from 
its being very inflammable, but on being 
lixiviated with water it did not appear to con- 
tain any fixed falt. 


The {pirit obtained by this procefs feemed 
evidently of a faline nature; blue vegetable 
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infufions were changed by it to a green colour. 
It effervefced with a folution of mercury in the 
nitrous acid, and yielded by precipitation a 
white powder. 


As an opinion has very gerierally prevailed 
among practitioners, that the activity of can- 
tharides depends upon the quality of the falt 
contained in them, feveral experiments were 
tried with a view to afcertain the fact. 


A fcruple of this falt being mixed with a 
drachm of melilot, was applied to the back 
of the hand, after the part had been rubbed 
with a woollen cloth wet with vinegar. As nei- 
ther pain, vefication, nor even the leaft degree 
of inflammation was produced, after the plaf- 
ter had been applied twenty-four hours, the 
quantity of falt was doubled, and alittle of the 
oil and fpirit of cantharides being added to the 
compofition, the application was again renew- 
ed, but no effects whatever were obferved | 
from it. 

With a view to afcertain the effects of the 
medicine, when exhibited internally, cur 
author thought it prudent to proceed with 
more caution. On the firft day of the expe- 
riment he tock one grain; on the fecond, two 

prains 
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brains; on the third, four grains; on the 
fourth, fix grains; on the fifth, eight grains 3 
on the fixth, ten grains; on the feventh, 
twelve grains: each dofe being diffolved in a 
{poonful of water. And as no effect was pro- 
duced by any of them upon the kidneys, he 
went on, increafing the dofe four grains daily, 
till at laft he came to take two fcruples at 
once ; and as even then no evident effects re- 
fulted from the medicine, he concludes, that 
it is not from the falt contained in cantharides, 
that they either blifter when applied exter- 
nally, or affect the kidneys when internally 
exhibited. 


As our author did not propofe, in this differ- 
tation, to carry his enquiry farther than to de- 
termine the effects of the falt of cantharides, 
he does not pretend to fay in what parts of 
thefe infects their activity refides, 


Vou. VI. No. 22. 
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Mathaei Francifci Alix. Medicine et Chirurgie 
Doétoris, Acad. Ele&. Scient. Utilium Memb. 
&c. Obfervaia Chirurgica Fafcieulus I, 8vo. 
Altenburg. 


N the volume now before us, we are fa- 
voured with a varicty of interefting cafes 
and obfervations, which appear to have been 
noted down by our author as they occurred to 
him in the courfe of his practice. Of thefe 
we fhall here give an account of fome of the 


moft remarkable, 


De Tumore in Regione Umbilicali. 


A woman, who, for fome time, had per- 
ecived a tumor on the umbilical region, ap- 
plied to a perfon for advice, who had long 


been famous for the efficacy of a plafter in 


cafes of hernia. As the cafe, now mentioned, 
was fufpected to be of that nature, the plafter 


was applied, with a very tight bandage over it. 
The tumor, which, till then, had net given 
much uneafinefs, became painful and inflamed ; 
| and 
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and an abfcefs was foon produced, which ters 


minated in an ulcer, by which the excrements 
from the inteftines were difcharged. 


As the patient became daily worfe, the af- 
fiftance of our author was defired. On ex- 
amining the parts, he found the opening in the 
gut.was in. that portion which forms the fmall 
inteftines ; at leaft he fufpected fo, from the 
food being now difcharged at the opening, and 
with very little change being produced on it from 
the time of its being taken in at the mouth. 
With the excrements difcharged by the anus, 


there were found mixed quantities of putrefied 
worms. 


As the woman, before the appearance of the 
tumour, had been liable to frequent pains in the 
abdomen, and had at different times both vo- 
mited and paffed by ftool worms of a very 
sreat length ; our author immediately fufpect- 
ed thefe animals to have been the original caufe 
of the diforder ; inftances of which he remarks 
are mentioned both by Tiffot in his Avis au Peu- 


ple, and in the Phyfical and Literary Effays 
of Edinburgh. 


On this fuppofition, the ulcer was dreffed 
with fimple digeftives, and the opening was 


preferved with a view to encourage a difcharge 
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of worms. At the fame time, a courfe of an- 
thelmintic medicines was prefcribed. 


In the fpace of ten days, or fo, from the 
commencement of this treatment, a very great 
number of worms were difcharged by the 
opening, fome of them almoit a yard in length. 
After this, the fore was allowed to heal; and 
a firm cicatrix being produced, a complete 
cure was obtained. With a view to prevent a 
farther generation of worms, a courfe of lima- 
tura Martis was prefcribed, with gentle purga- 
tives at proper intervals. | 


De Ulceribus beniguis intempeftive Sanatis. 


The following is given as a remarkable in- 
{tance of the bad effects of healing old ulcers, 
without the previous introduction of adequate 
drains. 

A woman, aged 55, whofe menfes had left 
her five years before, confulted our author for 
an ulcer on each leg, which had been of a 
twelve-month’s duratron. 

As the fores did not gtve much uneafinefs, 
and as the woman enjoyed exceeding good 
health, fhe was advifed to allow them to rce- 
main open, efpecially, as from their continu- 


ance the conftitution had become habituated 
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to the difcharge. If, however, fhe was re- 
folved on having them dried up, two iffues 
were recommended, with a view of difcharging 
the fame quantity of matter. The patient went 
away determined to follow the advice fhe had 
received. Unluckily, however, in a fhort time 
thereafter fhe happened to meet with an itine- 
rant practitioner, who promifed her a certain 
cure, without any rifk to her health, and with- 
out the trouble of fubftituting any drain what- 
ever. 


By the ufe of ftrong aftringent spelicutin, 
a cure of the fores was very foon obtained, 
and the patient continued to enjoy her ufual 
good health for the fpace of fourteen days. 
But about that period fhe began to complain 
of want of appetite, and a general laffitude ; 
and, in eight days thereafter, fhe was feized 
with a violent hard cough, great heat upon her 
{kin, a tenfenefs of the abdomen, and great 
cifficulty of breathing. 


Thefe complaints becoming alarming, the 
afiftance of our author was again called for. 
All the remedies ufual in fuch cafes were had 
recourfe to, but with no advantage whatever. 
The difficulty of breathing, in the mean time, 
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increafing to fuch a degree, as to endanger 
fuffocation. 


It now occurred to our author, that nothing 
would probably prove fo effectual for the removal 
of thefe complaints as the renewal of the drains 

to which the conftitution had formerly been ac- 
cuftomed. And with a view to obtain as quick 
adifcharge i in that way as poffible, feveral f{cari- 
fications were made upon the feats of the for- 
mer fores, all of fuch depths as to admit of 
the introduction of {mall pieces of Radix Ividis 
Florentine. The wounds being dreffed with 
bafilicon, and covered with a plafter, were 
Jeft in that ftate for the fpace of three days 
without being looked at. 


At the firft drefling, the ointment and _plaf- 
ter were found wet with a kind of fanies; by 
degrees the difcharge encreafed, and in pro- 
portion as the matter encreajed in quantity, the 
patient got gradually better; fo that in the 
fpace of fourteen days, fhe was almoft entirely 
well. Her appetite returned, fhe could now 
go to fleep with eafe, and the difficulty of 
breathing very foon difappeared. 


Tifloria 
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Hiftoria valde curiofa Brachii Sphacelo corrupti. 


A man, aged 72, was feized with a large 
inflammatory tumour on the back of his left 
hand, attended with continued violent pains,. 
thirft, a fmart fever, and delirium. 


A plafter, and fome other improper appli- 
¢ations were, for fome time, made ufe of, till 
a blacknefs had been obferved over all the hand 
and part of the fore arm ; the affiftance of our 
author was then defired. 


His firft vifit was on the 13th of July, 1772: | 
the patient was at that time very low, his pulfe | 
fmall; a gangrene occupied the fingers, hand, 
and one half of the fore-arm. The parts were 


as hard as a piece of wood, and he complained 
of little or no pain. 


Amputation of the limb was recommended : 
by our author, as the only probable means of | 
{faving the patient’s life, as it did not appear to i 
be a cafe that could admit of any attempt for 
faving the limb, as recommended in cafes of 
gangrene by Mr. Bilguer. But the operation 
was not agreed to, and our author not being 
in that part of the country for a good many 
months, did not again fee the patient till 
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the 18th of December following. At this 
time the patient did not complain of any pain, 
had no want of appetite, and his pulfe was 
better. The gangrene had by this time fpread 
up to the joint of the elbow. 


As it was not fuppofed the man could live 
long, no farther enquiries were made about 
him, till a full year thereafter, viz. on the 
19th of December, 1773, when our author 
called at his houfe, to learn the event of the 
cafe. The patient was ftill as firm and ftout 
as ever, although at this time he laboured un- 
der a tértian intermittent ; he had loft one of 
his eyes, theiphacelus had fpread over the whole 
arm up to the fhoulder-joint, the parts ftill 
continued hard, were equally black as a bit of 
{moked meat, but did not emit any cadaverous 
fmell, At laft, towards the end of that month 
the arm fell off, without the leaft hemorrhage 
enfuing, the remaining parts dried without any 
difcharge whatever, and the old man, at the 
time of this publication, continued to--enjoy 
very good health. 


De Tendine Achillis difcifo, artificiofa deligatione fe- 
liciter fanato. 


A young healthy man, having unluckily 
got the tendo Achillis of one of his legs divided 
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by a cut, had recourfe for relief to an ignorant 
practitioner, who, not regarding the wounded 
tendon, ftuffed the cavity, occafioned by the 
wound, full of lint, ‘This occafioning a great 
addition of pain, the affiftance of our author 
was then defired. It was now two days from 
the time that the wound had been inflicted, 
which made it doubtful whether a re-union of 
the divided tendon could be expected or not. 
This, however, being attempted, a complete 


cure, we are told, was in due time accom- 
plifhed. 


The principal part of the cure confifted in 
keeping the divided parts as near together as 
poflible, by the leg being kept bent, and the 
foot drawn backwards, and fecured in that 
pofition, by means of proper ligatures, carried 
between it and a circular bandage placed upon 
the thigh. 


Vi. Cur 
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Vi, 


Caroli de Mertens, M.D. Obfervationes Medice 


de Febribus putridis, de Pefte, nonuullifque aliis 
Morbis. t2mo. Vindobone. 


UR author, who for feveral years praétifed 

as a phyfician in Mofcow, in the firft part 
of this treatife gives a very diftiné and parti- 
cular account of the rife, progrefs, and me-_ 
thod of treatment of a putrid catarrhal fever, 
which prevailed in that city in the years 1768, 
1769, and 1770, 

In the fecond part of the publication, we are 
favoured wich an account of the plague, which 
raged with fuch violence at Mofcow, in the 
year 1771, as to carry off 70,000 of the inha- 
birants in the fpace of a very few months. In 
the month of September of that year, upwards 
of 22,000 diced of it. There were even differ- 


ent inftances of 1200 being carried off by it 
in the fpace of twenty-four hours. 


The war which commenced between the 
Ruffians and Turks in the year 1769, and the 
intercourfe which that event occafioned be- 
tween the two nations, was the means, we are 


told, 
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told, of the plague being, at this time, intro- 
duced into Ruffia. For fome time, the prac- 
titioners of Mofcow were at a lofs to difcover 
how the contagion had been brought to that 
city, till at laft it was difcovered to have come 
from the army with two foldiers, who died 
in the military hofpital of Mofcow. Their 
_ bodies being given to an anatomift, he thereby 
received the infection of which he died. 
From him, and from the hofpital where the 
foldiers had lodged, the difeafe very quickly 
fpread over the city. The diforder fhewed it- 
felf by different fymptoms, according to the 
conftitutions attacked by it, and according to 
the ftate of the weather at the time; but in 
general it began with head-ach, giddinefs, 
horripilatio, proftration of ftrength, a flight 
degree of fever, naufea, vomiting, rednefs of 
the eyes, a dejected countenance, and a white 
foul tongue. A tickling attended with flight 
pains were perceived in thefe places where 
the buboes and carbuncles afterwards broke 
out. Many died on the firft or fecond day of 
the attack, before any of thefe tumours made 
their appearance. In fuch inftances, however, 
an eruption commonly appeared a few hours 
before 
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before death, of petechi# and red fpots, but 
in a few even thefe were wanting. 

The buboes and carbuncles commonly ap- 
peared on the fecond or third day; feldom on 
the fourth. In fome few inftances, the difeafe 
on its firft attack, put on an inflammatory 
form, as appeared from the burning heat which 
took place, together with the intenfe thirft, 
high-coloured urine, rednefs of the cheeks, 
and a high degree of phrenitis. But much more 
frequently the fever from the beginning ap- 
peared evidently to be of the nervous kind, 
all the fymptoms which occured being fuch as 
commonly attend fevers of that nature. In 
a few the fever put on the appearance of an 
intermittent. | 


Such as were carried off by the difeafe, all 
died before the fixth day, infomuch that thofe 
who lived till the feventh, were always pro- 
nounced to be out of danger. 


The buboes which occur in this difeafe 
are glandular fwellings, generally fomewhat 
painful, and more or lefs elevated. Their 
ufual feat is in the arm-pits or groins, but 
they alfo happen in other parts, as in the neck, 
cheeks, &c. 
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Thefe fwellings are to be confidered, we are 
told, as the true crifis of the plague ; but in 
order to-their proving beneficial, they muft be 
perfectly fuppurated. In many inftances they 
arrived even to the fize of walnuts, and fud- 
denly again difappeared; and in others they 
neither became painful nor inflamed. In thefe 


they afforded no relief ; and in the former it 


was always fuppofed that death was nor far 


diftant. 


Swellings of the parotid glands frequently 
occured, but they never produced fuch com- 


plete cures as the buboes, 


Carbuncles, our author defines to be a gan- 


grenous fpot upon the fkin, having the ap- 
pearance of a burn, with red, livid, or black 
veficles, bounded by an inflammatory ring, 
which foon terminates in a hard black efchar. 
—The anthrax, he obferves, is an affection of 
fomewhat the fame nature with the carbuncle, 
only the former is more prominent, penetrates 
deeper into the adipofe membrane, and occa- 


fions a higher degree of pain and inflamma-- 


tion. 


The petechie which occured here were 


fimilar to thofe ufually obferved in putrid 
| fevers, 
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fevers, though fomewhat larger. The vibices 
gave the appearance of a part feverely whipped. 
All thefe exanthemata were confidered as 
fymptoms of the worft kind, as they were 
generally forerunners of approaching death. 


With refpect to the pulfe in this diforder, 
our author obferves, that nothing certain can 


be faid, for as foon as the contagion became 
fo infectious as to be propagated by the 
touch, practitioners had not afterwards fuch 
a near intercourfe with their patients. Some, 
indeed, he remarks, had the curiofity ftill to 
examine the pulfe, either through the inter- 
vention of a glove, or of apiece of tobacco 
applied to the patient’s wrift, but the accounts 
thus obtained were fo various and different, that 
it is not neceflary to enumerate them, 


The difeafe at its commencement, in the be- 
ginning of the year, did not make great pro- 
erefs ; but gradually became more univerfal 
as the weather turned warmer. From the 
month of July, till the month of September, 
it raged with moft violence; not above four 
recovering out of a hundred attacked with it 
during that period. But from that, time for. 
ward, the contagion became gsadually milder, 


and 
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and at laft ceafed entirely, when the cold frofty 


| weather became fixed and fteady. 


In the treatment of the plague, the dif- 
order our author obferves, may, with propriety, 
be divided into two ftages, viz. the nervous, 
and putrid. ‘The former comprehends merely 
that degree of confufion and difturbance given 


to the nervous fyftem on the firft introduction 


of the peftilential miafma ; and the latter, or 
putrid ftage, commences at the time the miafma 
begins to operate upon the blood and other 
fluids, in affimilating them to its own putrid 
nature. 

In the commencement, or nervous ftate of 
the diforder, there have been inftances, our 
author obferves, of the miafina being carried 
off by means, of fweat. Hence, at this period of 
the difeafe gentle diaphoretics, fuch as tepid 
fubacid drinks, are recommended; camphorated 
emulfions, juleps of camphor and mufk were 
of ufe. Gentle emetics were here alfo fervice- 
able, particularly of ipecacuanha. By one 
practitioner, a great quantity of James’s pow- 
der, brought from England, was adminiftered, 
but with no particular advantage, 


In the fecond ftage of the difeafe, when the 
putrid miafma begins to effect a diffolution of 
| the 
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the blood, the cortex Petuvianus and mineral 
acids are recommended as the principal reme- 
dies. But from the very quick progrefs of the 
diforder, from the greateft number of thofe at- 
tacked by it concealing their complaint as long 
as poffible, for fear of being fuddenly hurried 
away from their relations; and laftly, from the 
little intercourfe which occurs bétween practi- 
tioners and the infeéted, after the removal of 
the latter into places allotted for their recep- 
tion, nothing very certain or fatisfactory, our 
author remarks, can be faid with refpect to 
the effects of remedies in cafes of plague. 


Purgatives, we are told, prove very detri- 
mental in this diforder, as they tend to induce 
fuch debilitating and obftinate diarrhceas as 
cannot again be ftopped. 


Blood-letting has been recommended by Sy- 
denham in the beginning of the diforder, when 
no eruption has appeared upon the furface. 
But from our author’s prattice in this difeafe, 
he would never advife it to be had recourfe to. 
Scarifying the carbuncles, which occur in cafes 
of the plague, is recommended by almoft every 
writer ; but no good effects, we are told, were 
here obferved from the practice. As low faint- 
ing fits are frequent fymptoms in the plague, 
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none fhould be buried, our author remarks, 


till fome other and more certain fymptoms of 
death have occurred. 


A difcharge of the vermes tertes, both by the 

- mouth and anus, was a frequent fymptom in t 

this diforder. Women with child, attacked 4 

( with the plague, all fuffered abortion, and i 
were commonly carried off by hemorrhage © a 

from the uterus. 


Preventing every means of intercourfe be- | 
tween the difeafed and healthy, isthe only pro- ; 
phylaétic to be depended on; and when the 
diforder has once got footing in a place, al- 
jotting a certain diftri€t, as much as poffible 
detached from the reft of the town, to which 
every perfon is to be removed, fo fs0n as any 
fymptoms of infection have appeared, is then 
recommended as the moft effectual refource, 


A very remarkable inftance is related by our 
author, of the fingular good effects that may 
be obtained by proper care and attention, in 
preventing any kind of intercourfe between the 
difeafed and healthy, in cafes cf plague, which 
at the fame time gives great reafon to fuppofe, 
that the miafma of this diforder is not readily 
communicated by the air, and that the infec- 
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tion might in general be puta ftop to by a 
ftrict and regular attention to this circumftance. 
Our author having, been appointed phyfician 
to one of the largeft hofpitals in the city of 
Mofcow, was anxious.to have every thing done 
for preventing the plague getting accefs to the 
people contained in it; and although the build- 
ing was fituated in the very middle of the city, 
yet by fhutting up every avenue that led to it, 
but one, where a ftrict guard was kept for pre- 
venting accefs to every fufpected article, the 
place was kept perfectly free from the infec- 
tion, even when the difeafe was raging with 
the greateft violence in every other quarter of 
the city. Cloaths, and every utenfil ufed by 
infected perfons, were ordered to be burned ; 
and, for purifying the houfes where they had 
lived, fumes of vinegar, and the burning 
eunpowder in them was recommended. A 
powder, termed at Mofcow the antipeftilential 
powder, was much in vogue; and very de- 
fervedly, we are told, for deftroying the feeds 
of the infection. Its bafis was fulphur, con- 
joined with nitre, juniper berries, and certain 
refins. With this every fufpected place was 


fumigated, and evidently with very beneficial 
effects. 
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In the third and laft part of this publica- 


-tion, among other practical cafes, we are favour- 


ed with four, upon the effeéts of blifters in 
{pitting of blood. As in all of them the ap- 
plication proved effectual, we fhall only here 
relate the following. 


In the beginning of the year 1773, our au- 
thor was called to a perfon feemingly far gone 


in a cafe of hemoptoe, who, about two years 


before, he had cured of thefame complaint. At 
this time, however, the patient was much 
worfe than he had been before; having the 
preceding night fpit up more than.a pound and 
a half of red florid blood. As the patient had 
formerly been liable to the piles, leeches were 
at different times applied near to the anus; he 


was five times let blood at the arm, to the ex- 


tent of a pound each time; a dofe of tincture 
of rofes was given every half hour; he was 
kept upon the loweft regimen; and a variety 
of cold applications, which, in his former 
complaint, had given relief, were now alfo had 
recourfe to, but with no advantage whatever. 
The patient being now very much reduced, 
and, to appearance, in imminent danger, as 
the difcharge of blood ftill continued obfti- 


hate, a large blifter was applied between the 
M 2 fhoulders. 
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fhoulders. As foon as the blifter began to ir- 
ritate, the cough, which before had been trou 
blefome, became lefs frequent, and the dif- 
charge of blood ceafed entirely. A milk diet, 
and the remedies above mentioned, being con- 
tinued, the patient gradually recovered his 


firength, and in a fhort time was reftored to 
perfect health. 


The Hiflory of Edinburgh, by Hugo Arnot, E/p. 
Advocate. 4to. Edinburgh. 


UR readers will not imagine that it is by 

any means our intention to prefent them 

with a complete analyfis of the work now be- 
before us. A very {mall part only of this pub- 
lication can be confidered as having any con- 
nexion with medicine, or medical philofophy. 
Yet it contains feveral particulars, an account 


of which will not, we prefume, be unaccept- 
able. 


Among other fubjects of this nature, the 
account which is given of the charitable efta- 
blifhments formerly exifting at Edinburgh, for 
perfons afflicted with the leprofy, may juftly 

be 
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‘be mentioned. This loathfome difeafe, which 
is well known to have been frequent among 
the Jews, and the feverity of which is fo pa- 
thetically defcribed in the facred writings, 
feems alfo to have been very common among 
our anceftors, and among them it feems 
equally to have vifited the cottage and the pa- 
lace. King Robert Bruce, who was the. 
founder of a charitable inftitution for the 
benefit of thofe afflicted with leprofy, is faid 
to have himfelf laboured under this diftemper. 

With the view of alleviating the miferies of 
thofe fuljeéted to this dreadful diftemper, the 
hofpital of Greenfide was founded at Edin-. 
burgh, A.D. 1591, by John Robertfon, mer- 
chant in that city. The frequency of the le- 
profy at that period is evinced by the condi- 
tions which were neceflary for admiffion. This 
charitable eftablifhment was totally confined 
to thofe who were either born in Edinburgh, 
or who had refided there for the fpace of feven 
years; and the loathfome and infectious na- 
ture of the difeafe is demonftrated by the fe- 
verity of the regulations to which perfons ad- 
mitted into the hofpital were fubjected. 


They were prohibted, under pain of death, 
from going without the walls of the hofpital after 
fun- 
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fun-fet, and that this might not be deemed an. 
empty menace, a gallows was erected near the 
building for the immediate execution of offen- 
ders. Happily, however, for the prefent age, 
neither fuch regulations, nor fuch an efta- 
blifhment are any longer neceffary. 


But leprofy is not the only difeafe from 
which the prefent period feems to be delivered. 
In ancient times the plague frequently broke 
out in Edinburgh, raging with various degrees 
of fury; but, according to our author, this 
moft fevere fcourge that ever vifited the hu- 
man race, has not made its appearance in the 
city of Edinburgh fince the year 1645. 


But while the city of Edinburgh has been 
delivered from the plague and leprofy, it has, 
our author obferves, been vifited by two other 
diftempers, which have, at different times, 
made great havoc among its citizens, as well 
as the other inhabitants of modern Europe ; 
thefe are the {mall-pox and the venereal dif- 
eafe. He is, however, inclined to view thefe 
alfo as having now abated of their original fe- 
verity. He confiders the practice of inocula- 
tion as difarming the former of all its terrors ; 
and he hefitates not to pronounce, that thofe 
parents are to be confidered as acceflary to the 
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death of their children who oppofe this prac- 
tice, With refpeét to the venereal difeafe, he 
gives a copy of an order of the privy-council, 
banifhing from the city of Edinburgh to the 
ifland of Inch-Keith, all who were either af- 
fected with the difeafe, or took upon them to 
cure it. The penalty of contravention, either 
by the deceafed, or the phyfician, was burn- 
ing on the cheek ; a certain evidence that this 
complaint alfo was more terrible to our ancef- 
tors than it is to their pofterity. 


For the account which our author gives of 
the different branches of medical education 
taught at Edinburgh, both in the univerfity, 
and by private teachers, we muft refer our 
readers to the work itfelf. Nor will the limits 
of this publication admit of our introducing 
the account, which he has given of the differ- 
ent conditions, which are requifite before any 
one can ftand candidate for the degree of dac- 
tor of medicine in the univerfity of Edinburgh, 
and of the examinations which candidates muf 
undergo before they can obtain that honour. 


Of thefe, however, a very particular de- 


tail is given in this work, while at the fame 
time the account may be depended upon; at 
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leaft as an accurate view of the prefent laws 
refpecting graduation at Edinburgh. 


Befides the very accurate account which ts 
given of the extent, fituation, and other cir- 
cumftances refpecting the Royal Botanical 
Garden, which is now richly ftocked with 
exotic plants of all kinds, a lift is given of the 
moft curious, which the intelligent botanift, 
who vifits the garden, will chiefly be anxious 
to fee. Of thefe we may mention examples: 
Alflroemeria Colinfonia Didyma, unknown to 
Linneus; [llicitum Anifatum, a moft beauti- 
ful aromatic ever-green from Florida ; Mufa 
Sapientum, or the Banana, which has pro-— 
duced ripe fruit. The Tea-tree, which has 
been in full flower ; the Caira from the Eaft- 
Indies ; a fpecies of the Mimofa, unknown 
to Linnzus, and to the European gardens. 
The extract from the wood of this plant is 
the Terra Japonica of the fhops, which, how- 
ever, -would be move properly named, the — 
Extractum Japonicum, or Succus Japonicus. 
An account of the method of preparing this. 
fubftance was given in a former number of 
this work, as communicated to the medical. 
profeffors at Edinburgh, by Mr. Kerr, fur- 


gceon at Dacca ; and a ftill more full and par- 
ticular 
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ticular account of it from the fame gentleman — 


has fince been publifhed in the London Medi- 
cal Obfervations. Laftly, in the Botanical 
Garden at Edinburgh, is to be found that ex- 
traordinary vegetable the moving plant, the 
feeds of which were alfo fent home by Mr. 
Kerr; and our author has here favoured us 


with the following account of it, as tranfmitted 
from India, by the induftrious gentleman, to 


whom the Botanical Garden is indcbted for the 
plant itfelf. 


This vegetable, according to Mr. Ker'’s ac- 
count, has in the Eaft Indies the name of 
Burrum Chundali, It grows about four feet 
high, and in autumn produces bunches of yel- 
low flowers refembling the French honey- 
fuckle; the root is annual or biennial; like 
many of the pea-tribe it is trifolious; the Ja- 
teral leaves are fmaller than thofe at the end, 
and all day long they are in conftant motion, 
without any external impulfe. They move 
up, or down, and circularly. This laft mo- 
tion 1s performed by the twifting of the foot- 
ftalks ; while one leaf is rifing, its affociate 
is generally defcending, ‘The motion down- 
wards is quicker and more irregular than the 
motion upwards, which is fteady and uniform. 

Thefe 
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Thefe motions are obfervable for the fpace 
of twenty-four hours, in the leaves of a branch 
which is lopped off from the fhrub, if it be 
kept in water. If from any obftacle the mo- 
tion be retarded, upon the removal of that ob- 
fiacle the motion is again refumed with a 
greater degree of velocity. 


Befides thefe different plants, which, al- 
though they are to be confidered as very rare, 
were not unknown to the learned in botany, 
the garden at Edinburgh is alfo ftored with a 
great number of Abyffinian plants, the feeds 
of which were given to the profeffor by that 
juftly celebrated traveller Mr, Bruce of Kin. 
naird. Among thefe is the plant by which 
Mr. Bruce himfelf was cured of the dyfentery ; 
an article which may, perhaps, hereafter fur- 
nifh a valuable addition to the materia me- 
dic2. 

Befides thefe different obfervations, many 
other particulars, not unconnected with our 
fubiect, might be extracted from the work be- 


tore us. For while the author has not con- 


ducted his undertaking on the narrow fcale of 
giving merely the hiftory of a provincial town, 
but has given a copious account of national 
affairs, of the manners of the Scots, and of 
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ps 


the prices of provifions in the country at dif- 
ferent periods, for the {pace of eight hundred 
years ; he has alfo introduced many important 
obfervations on the ftate of population and of 
health in the city of Edinburgh. But for his 
remarks on thefe fubjects, as well as for his 
account of the charitable eftablifhments, in- 
tended for the treatment of difeafe, the Royal 
Infirmary and Public Difpenfary ; of the fuc- 
cefs attending the practice of medicine at thefe | 
charities; and of the affociations of learned | 
men, for the improvement of medicine, and 
medical philofophy, we muft refer our rea- | 
der to the work itfelf; as any proper view of 
them could not be comprehended within thofe 
bounds, which we muft neceflarily prefcribe to 
ourfelves in this publication. 
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VIll. 


A Prattical Treatife on the Difeafes of the Teeth, 
intended as a Supplement to the Natural Hiftory 
of thofe Parts. By John Hunter, Surgeon 
Extraordinary to the King, and F.R.S. 410: 
London. 


S the Natural Hiftory of the Teeth, alluded 
to in the title-page of this work, was 
publifhed a good many years ago, by the inge- 
nious author of the treatife before us; and as 
that publication has been attentively read by 
almoft every practitioner, we do not think it 
neceflary to give any account of it; nor could 
we, indeed, with any propriety, attempt it; 
as that work appeared before the publication 
of thefe Commentaries was begun. 


We fhall therefore confine our prefent ana- 
lyfis to the treatife now offered to the public : 
but we think proper to inform our readers, 
that many of the practical remarks contained 
in it, cannot be thoroughly underftood by thofe 
who have not had an opportunity of. perufing 
the Natural Hiftory of the Teeth ; as numer- 


ous 


> 
; 
if 
4 
} 
\ 
+ 
Pig 
a 
° 
. 
=, 
4 


COMMENTARIES. 18: 


ous references neceffarily occur to the general 


doctrines inculcated in that work. 


As new ideas and opinions are thrown out 
by Mr. Hunter, in almoft every fection of the 
book, and as the nature of our undertaking 
prevents us from giving fuch a full account of 
different works as on fome occafions we could 
wifh, we fhall, in the firft place, enumerate the 
General Contents of the whole, and fhall then 
prefent our readers with fome ‘of our author’s 


obfervations upon the different fubjects treat- 
ed of. 


Chap. I. Of the Difeafes of the Teeth, and 
the Confequences of them. 
Sect. I, Of the Decay of the Teeth arifing 
from Rottennefs, 
Of the Symptoms of Inflammation, 
and of ftopping of the Teeth. 
Seé&. II, Of the Decay of the Teeth by De- 
nudation. 
Se&t. III, Of Swelling of the Fang. 
Sect. IV. Of Gum Boils. 
Sect. V. Of Excrefcences from the Gum. 
Sect. VI. Of deeply feated Abfceffes in the 
Jaws. 


Seét, VII. Of Abfceffes of the Antrum Max- 


illare, 
Chap. 
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Chap. II. Of the Difeafes of the Alveolar 
Proceffes, and the Confequences 
of them. 
Sect. I. Of the Scurvy in the Gums, vul- 
garly fo called. 
Se&t. II. Of Callous Thickenings of the 
Gums. 
Chap. IV. Of the nervous Pains in the Jaws. 
Chap. V. Of .the Extraneous Matter upon 
the Teeth. 
Chap. VI. Of the Irregularity a“ the Teeth. 
Chap. VII. Of Irregularities between the 
Teeth and Jaw, of fupernume- 
rary Teeth. 
Chap. VIII. Of the Under Jaw. 
Chap. IX. Of drawing the Teeth. 
Of tranfplanting Teeth. 
Of the State of the Gums and 
Sockets. 


Of the Age of the Perfon who 
is to have the Scion Tooth. 

Of the Scion Tooth. _ 

Of replacing a found Tooth 
when drawn by miftake. 

Of tranfplanting a dead Tooth. 

Of the immediate Faftening of 
a tranfplanted Tooth. 


Chap. 
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Chap. X. Of Dentition. 
Of the Cure. 
Of Cutting the Gums 
Cafes. 

The moft common difeafe our author re- 
marks to which the teeth are expofed, is fuch 
a decay as much refembles mortification ; but 
there is alfo, he fays, fomething more; for 
the fimple death of the part would produce 
but little effect, as we find that teeth are not 
fubjec&t to putrefaction after death ; and there- 
fore he is led to fufpe& that during life, there 


is fome operation going on, which produces a 
change in the difeafed part. 


Mortification, he obferves, is common to 
every part of the body, but in moft other 
parts, this tendency is owing, in a great mea- | 
fure, to the conftitution, which being corre@t- - 
ed, that difpofition ceafes ; but here the difeafe 


is local, and, as fuch, ig would appear we 
have no power of reiifting it. 


Nature, Mr, Hunter obferves, feems, in 
fome meafure to have confidered the tecth as 
aliens, only giving them nourifhment while 
found and fit for fervice, but not allowing 
them when difeafed the common benefits of 
that fociety in which they are placed. They 

can- 
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cannot exfoliate, as no operations go on iti 
them except growth ; therefore, if any part be 
dead, the living has not the power of throw- 


ing it off and forming an external furface capa- 
ble of fupporting itfelf like the other parts of the 


body. Indeed if they had fuch a power, rio 


good purpofe he thinks could arife from it; 
for a piece of tooth, fimply dead is almoft as 
ufeful, as if the whole was living, as may be 
feen from daily obfervation. 


When part of a tooth has become carious, 
without occafioning very great pain, it has 
been a common practice to file away the difeafed 
portion, with a view to preferve the remaining 
found parts ; Mr. Hunter would rather in fuch 
cafes advife the tooth to be pulled out, and on 
being boiled fo as to deftroy any life that may 
have remained in it, to be reftored to the 
focket. This, he obferves, prevents any farther 
decay of the tooth, which, being now dead, 
cannot be acted upon by any difeafe, and can 


only fuffer chemically or mechanically. When 


this practice fucceeds it anfwers the fame end 
as burning the nerve, but with much greater 
certainty. 


When fpeaking of ftopping or ftufiing of 
the teeth, it frequently happens, Mr. Hunter 
remarks, 
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remarks, that the gold, or tin-foil, made ufe of, q 
cannot be got to remain in the cavity of the q 
fpoiled tooth, from the fize and figure of the i 


external opening; but this; he cbferves, may 
frequently be obviated, by drilling a {mall 
: hole through the remaining part of the tooth, 
and after the cavity has been well ftuffed, a 


{mall peg may be put into the hole, fo as to 
keep in the lead or gold. 


The fwelling of the fang is a difeafe, which, 
in any other bone, would be called {pina ven- 
tofa; it gives confiderable pain, and nothing 


can be feen externally. ‘The only cure as yet 
known is extraétion of the tooth.. 


In gum boils, when the abfcefs has opened 
through the gum, the beft method, we are 
told, to prevent future gatherings, is to pre- 
vent the abfcefs from clofing up. And the moft 
effectual method for obtaining this end, is by 
extending the opening, and keeping it en- 
Jarged till the whole internal furface of the ab- 
{cefs is fkinned over, or till the opening in the 
gum lofes the difpofition to heal up. With 
a view more effectually to deftroy this difpofi- 

tion in the fore, aftringent, cauftic applica- 
tions are recommended. Such very nice treat- 
ment is not neceflary when a gum boil is 

Vor. VI. No. 22. N formed 


> 


; 
J 
| 
| 
| 
? 
; 
{ 

| 


formed on a molaris, or back-tooth, as when 
it happens to the fore-tooth. 


From bad teeth there are alfo fometimes ex- 
crefcences arifing at once out of the gum, near, 
or in contact with, the difeafed tooth; thefe 
have often fo much of a cancerous appearances 
as to deter furgeons from meddling with them. 
But our author obferves, that when they arife 
at once from the gum, and appear to be the 


only difeafed part, they have no malignant dif- 
pofition. 


In collections of matter in the antrum max- 
illare, there are three methods by which the 
matter may be difcharged, viz. by perforating 
the partition between the antrum and the nofe, 
by drawing the firft or fecond grinder of the 
difeafed fide, and perforating the partition be- 
tween the root of the alveolar procefs and the 
antrum ; and, laftly, if the fore part of the 
bone has been deftroyed, an opening may be 
made on the infide of the lip, where the abfcefs 
moft probably will be felt. Our author prefers 
the opening made by the roots of the teeth. 

In nervous pains of the jaws, that is, in cafes 
of tooth-ach, where no external affection of the 
teeth can be detected, Peruvian bark, our author 
obferves, 1s a common remedy; but he has feen 

cafes, 
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cafes, he tells us, of forme years ftanding, 
where hemlock has fucceeded when bark had 
no effect; fea-bathing too is much recom- 
mended. 


When fpeaking of irregularity of the teeth, 
our author obferves, that as that part of each 
jaw which holds the ten fore-teeth, is exactly 
of the fame fize when it contains thofe of the 
firft fet, as when it contains thofe of the 
fecond ; and as the laft occupy a much larger 
{pace than the firft, in fuch cafes the fecond 
fet are obliged to ftand very irregularly. 
This too happens much oftner in the upper 
jaw than the lower, becaufe the difference of 
the fize of the two fets is much greater, he 
remarks, in that jaw. 


This irregularity, weare told, is obferved 


almoft folely in the incifores and cufpidati, 
for they are the only teeth which are larger 
than their predeceffors. 


The beft time for removing thefe irregular 
teeth, our author obferves, is in youth, while 
the jaws have an adapting difpofition; for 


after a certain time they do not fo readily fuit 


themfelves to the irregularity of the teeth. 


‘After an irregular tooth has been extracted, 
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the next object is to alter the fituation of the- 
remaining ones, for the proper pofition of which, 
room is then allowed. | 


As the operation of moving the teeth is by 
lateral preffure upon their bodies, thefe bodies 
muft firft have paffed through the gums fufh- 
ciently for a hold to betaken. This prefflure, 
in general, isto be done with hgatures, or 
plates of filver. The ligature anfwers beft 
when it is only required to bring two teeth, 
which are pretty much in the circle, clofer to- 
gether. The trouble attending this, is very 
trifling, as it is only that of having them tied 
once every week or fortnight. Where teeth 
growing out of the circle are to be brought 
into it, curved filver plates, of a proper con- 
ftruction, are recommended. Thefe are gene- 
rally made to act on three points, two fixed 
points on the ftanding teeth, and the third on 
the tooth to be moved. That part of the 
plate which refts on the two ftanding teeth, 
muft be of fufficient length for that purpofe, 
while the curved part is fhort, and goes on the 
oppofite fide of the tooth to be moved. Its 
effeéts depend very much on the attention of 
the patient, who muft frequently prefs hard 
upon it with the tecth of the oppofite jaw, fo 

that 
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that this method is much more troublefome to . 


the patient than the ligature. 


It is impoffible, our author obferves, to give 
abfolute directions what tooth or teeth ought 
to be pulled out; that muft be left to the 
judgment of the operator. But the following 
general hints may be of fervice. 


if. If there is any one tooth very much 
out of the row, and all the others regular, 
that tooth may be removed, and the two 
neighbouring ones brought nearer together. 


2. If there are two or more teeth of the 
fame fide very irregular, (as, for inftance, the 
fecond incifor and cufpidatus) and it appears 
to be of no confequence, with refpect to re- 
gularity, which of them is removed, we are 
advifed to extract the fartheft back of the two, 
viz. the cufpidatus, becaufe, if there fhould 
be any {pace not filled up, where the other 
is brought into the row, it will not be fo rea- 
dily feen. 


3. If the above mentioned two teeth are 
not in the circle, but fill not far out of it, 
and yet there is not room for both, in fucha 
cafe the extraction of the bicufpis is recom- 
mended, although it fhould be perfectly in 
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the row, becaufe the two others will then be 
eafily brought into the circle ; and if there is 
any fpace left, it will be fo far back as not ta 
be at all obfervable, 


When fpeaking of tranfplanting teeth, Mr. 
Hunter obferves, that as this operation is very 
fimilar to the ingrafting of trees, he thought 
the term /cion might be transferred from gar- 
dening to furgery, and accordingly the tooth 
to be tranfplanted he terms the fcion tooth. 


This tooth, he remarks, fhould be a full 


| grown young tooth ; young, becaufe the prin- 


ciple of life and union is much ftronger in 
fuch than in old ones. The few teeth fhould 
likewife be perfectly found, and taken from a 
mouth which has the appearance of that of a per- 
fon found and healthy. Our author obferves, 
however, that he does not think it poffible to 
tranfplant an infection of any kind from the 
circulating juices ; although we know, from ex- 
perience, that it may be done by a matter fe- 


creted from them. 


When a found tooth has been drawn by 
miftake, or when a tooth has been beat out by 
violence, it is recommended to replace them, 
The fooner the tooth is put into its place the 


better; but the attempt may be made, we are 
| | told, 
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told, even twenty-four hours after the acci- 
gent, or as long as the focket will receive the 
tooth, which may be for fome days. Mr. 
Hunter is of opinion, that when the tranf- 
plantation of teeth is attended with fuccefs, 
that a living union is formed between the 
teeth and focket, and that nourifhment is 
thereby conveyed to the teeth from the parts 
into which they are inferted. This opinion, 
he thinks, is rendered indifputable, frqim the 
following facts. 1ft. They ftill continue to 
preferve their colour, which is very different 
from that of a dead tooth; for a living tooth 
has a degree of tranfparency, while a dead 
one is of an opaque chalky white. 


2. There are inftances of their becoming 
painful, and otherwiie difeafed, in the fame 
manner as original living teeth; and, thirdly, 
what puts the matter beyond a doubt, is, that 
a living tooth, when tranfplanted into fome 
living part of an dnimal retains its life, and 
the veffels of the animal come to communi- 
cate with the tooth, as is fhewn by the follow- 
ing experiments. 


A found tooth was taken from a perfon’s 
head, and a pretty deep wound being made 
with a lancet into the thick part of a cock’s 

comb, 
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comb, the fang of the tooth was preffed into 
the wound, and was properly fecured by threads 
paffed through other parts of the comb. The 
cock was killed fome months thereafter, and 
the head being injected with a very minute in- 
jection, the comb was then taken off, and put 
into a weak acid; by means of this the tooth 
being foftened, the comb and it were flit into 
halves in the long direction of the tqoth. The 
veffels of the tooth were found well injected, 
and it was alfo obferved that the external 
furface of the tooth adhered every where to 
the comb, by veffels fimilar to the union of 
a tooth with the gum and focket. 


Our author here thinks it right to remark, 
that this experiment does not generally fuc- 
ceed, as it anfwered only once with him, out 
of a great number of trials, 


Mr. Hunter, after giving an accurate ac- 
count of the various fymptoms which accom- 
pany dentition, gives it as his opinion, that 
opiates and all the ufual palliatives are not to 
be depended on; and that cutting the gums 
above the approaching teeth, is the only cer- 
fain remedy, 
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A vulgar prejudice, he obferves, prevails 
againft this practice, from an objection, that 
if the gum is lanced fo early as to admit of a 
reunion, the cicatrifed part will be harder 
than the original gum, and therefore the tooth 
will find more difficulty in paffing, and give 
more pain. 


But this, he fays, is contrary to fact; as 
we find all parts which have been the feat, 
either of wounds or fores, are always more 
ready to give way to preflure, or any other 
difeafe which attacks either the part itfelf, 
or the conftitution. Therefore each operation 
tends to make the paffing of the teeth eafier. 
Mr. Hunter has had occafion to perform the 
operation above ten times, upon the fame 
teeth, where difagreeable fymptcms had re- 
curred fo often, and every time with the ab- 
folute removal of the diforder. 


SECT. 


2; 


| 
= 
3 ik 
4 
| 
f | 
uu 
4 
af 
te 
4 
i 
| 


MEDICAL 


Medical Obfervationse 


I. 


A remarkable Cafe of the morbid Effetts of Light- 
ning fuccefsfully treated. By Dr. Thomas Fow- 


Jer, Phyfician at Stafford. Communicated to 
Dr. Duncan. 


Hough it muft be granted, that thofe 
perfons who have the misfortune to be 
violently affected by lightning, or the dif- 
charge of the electric matter from the clouds, 
are, in general, either immediately deftroyed, 
or foon perfectly reflored ; yet we find many 
inftances of their ‘only obtaining a partial re- 
covery, and remaining for fome time rr 
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_ with a variety of troublefome complaints. Va- | 
rious, however, as thefe complaints may ap- | 
pear at firft fight, I think we may with pro- 
priety refer them (with very few exceptions) 
to two general morbid conditions of the body, | 
viz. either to a defect of nervous energy, or 2 
to an increafed action of the vafcular fyftem, | 

| 


The firft feems to arife from the violence of 
the fhock of the electric matter upon the 
nerves, inducing in them fuch a degree of col- 
lapfe, as permanently to diminifh the ufual in- i 
fluence of the nervous energy, and implics 
that morbid condition of the nerves, which is 
undoubtedly the foundation of all paralytic af- 
fections. 


The latter feems to arife from the nervous | 
energy being lefs injured, whilft yet the fhock 4 
. is confiderable cnough to induce a ftate of ex- 
citement, or increafed action of the vafcular 
fyftem. Hence arifes topical inflammations, | 
either with, or without, febrile fymptoms, ac- ; 
cording to the violence and extent of the in- t 
jury. 
This, I apprehend, will be allowed to be a t 
ufeful practical diftinétion, becaufe paralytic 
affections certainly indicate tonics; and ft- 


mulant, and inflammatory ones, relaxants, 
and fedatives. 
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It muft however be granted, that it is much 
lefs in our power to reflore nervous energy, 
when morbidly diminifhed, than to leffen the 
increafed vafcular action of an inflamed part, 
or to moderate the reaction of the fyftem 
from inflammatory excitement, and therefore 
the effects of the latter will be much more 
confpicuous and fuccefsful, than thofe ci the 
former. A ftriking example of this I beg 
leave to relate in the following cafe of iti 
inflammation. 


About feven o’clock of the afternoon of the 
1ith of July, 777, I vifited a Cow-keeper, in 
Walingate, in the city of York, aged 22, of a 
ftronge healthy conflitution, and found him 
affected with the following fymptoms. He 
complained of a diftracting pain in his fore- 
head, with fome pain in his ears from the 
flighteft noife; he complained alfo of a con- 
{tant pungent fenfation in both his eyes, as if 
containing (to ufe his own expreffion) burning 
afhes, accompanied with violent pangs fhoot- - 
ing from his forehead in the direction of the 
optic nerves, and which came on in paroxyfms, 
almoft every minute. Elis face appeared red, 
and on forcing onen his eye-lids, both eyes 
appeared quite bloodshot, the tears gufhing 
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out, and totally incapable of bearing the light. 
His pulfe was full and ftrong, but not quicker 
than natural, he was in fome degree affected 


with naufea, his extremities were cold, and his 
belly bound. 


A little after four o’clock in the afternoon, 
being in perfect health, he and his fervant 
girl, with their milk pails, went towards the 
cow pafture, and it came on a ftorm of thun- 
der and lightning. When they had got about 
a mile from home, they both, in the fame in- 
ftant, fell proftrate on the ground, in a ftate of 
infenfibiliry. The girl foon came to herfelf, 
and feeing her mafter lie on the ground ap- 
parently dead, ran away for fome affiftance, 
in order to bring him home, which, after fome | 
delay, was accomplifhed about fix o’clock; when i 
being laid upon his bed, he began to come to | 
himfelf, having been for an hour and ahalf __ — 
in an apoplectic ftate. However he had now 
confiderably recovered his intellects, and a fenfe 
of his complaints feemed to increafe upon him 
in proportion as he recovered his fenfibility. 


It was obferved he had vomited a quantity 
of phlegm, and other contents, upon the ground 
where he lay, and had alfo loft fome blood, 

apna- 
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apparently from his noftrils; for it was faid 
not to be mixed with the contents from his fto- 
mach; and on my examining his head and 
face, although the latter was bloody, no exter- 
nal injury was vifible. 


Neither he nor his fervant girl were the 
leaft confcious of the ftroke from the electric 
matter, although they both recollect the thun- 


der and lightning being very violent, juft when 


they arrived near the place where the accident 
happened. 


About fix o’clock a quantity of blood was 
taken from his arm, by my advice; but as yet 
it had given no check to the inflammatory 
fymptoms. 

I ordered, for the prefent, that a common 
elyfter of milk, fugar, and falt, fhould be given 
immediately, in order to remove coftivenefs ; 
alfo that a crowd of attendants, whom curio- 
fity had brought together, fhould be difmiffed, 
the room darkened, and the antiphlogiftic re- 
gimen ftrictly obferved. 

About nine o’clock the fame evening, he had 
a copious ftool from the glyfter, by which the 
painful fymptoms feemed rather relieved, for 
a fhort time ; but foon after they became much 
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worfe, the patient declaring himfelf more dif- 
tracted than ever. His pulfe was full and ftrong. 
I ordered the following remedies. Quam pri- 
mum applicentur hirudines vi. temporibus & 
repetatur enema domefticum hac notte. 

July 12. The glyfter procured another ftool ; 
and the bleeding from the leeches was fo con- 
fiderable, that it did not ftop till five o’clock 
this morning. About an hour after-which the 
fillet by accident becoming loofe, his atm bled 
again, fo that he loft avery confiderable quan- 
tity of blood, by which means the inflamma- 
tory fymptoms of both head and eyes were 
much relieved during the night, and are at 
prefent very fupportable. His eyes, however, 
are ftill very much blood-fhot and inflamed, 
his pulfe foft and rather quick. Capiat fta- 
tim Salis Glauberi uncias duas in q.f. aqua 


ferrentis foluti & & extracti Saturni gut. xii. 


aq. fontane ii. mifce pro collyrio, fepe in die 
oculi adhibendo. Continuatur regimen. . 
July 13. The falts operated very britkly, 
producing more than a dozen ftools, and with 
telief to his pains. Bloodfhot appearance in 
his eyes rather lefs, and he flumbered a little 
in the night. Pulfe much the fame as ye- 
fterday : eontinuenter regimen & collyrium. 


july 


| 

| 
| 

i 


| 
2 
“2 
‘ 
j 
} 
| 
| 
4 
| 
4 
at 
iy 
if 
| 
} 


July 14. Had fome little flumber in the 
night, and the pains in his head and eyes con- 
tinue leffening : he has had no ftool fince the 
12th. Pulfe more natural, appetite rather re- 


turning. Cap, ftatim Sal. Glaub. fefcuncians 
more folito. 


July 15. Salts operated freely, and he feemed 
fenfibly relieved by their operation, and flum- 
bered for the fore part of the night; but to- 
wards the morning the fhooting pains returned 
again into his head and eyes, and are at pre- 
fent fomewhat fevere : pulfe alfo rather hard. 
Statim applicentur hirudines fex, pone aures ; 
continuentur regimen & collyrium. 


July 16. There was a free difcharge of 
blood from the leeches for fix hours, and. 
with fo much advantage, that he got fome 
natural reft this laft night, for the firft 
time. Pains and bloodfhot much abated. 
He complains of confiderable lofs of ftrength, 
and that the fhutting of a door haftily throws 
him into tremor and palpitations, Pulfe 72. 
regular, foft, and weak; has had no ftool fince 
the 14th. Cap. SalisGlauberi unciam ftatim 


more folito; continuentur regimen & ‘colly- 
rium, 
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July 17th. The falts operated well, he flept 
tolerably found in the night. Shooting pains 
in his eyes quite gone, and the pains in his 
head changed into a fenfe of forenefs, on mo- 
yon ; appetite fenfibly better; nervous tremor 
and pulfe much the fame as yefterday. Repe- 

\ tatur collyrium. Let him gradually return to 
his former diet, but ufe no fermented liquors. 


July 19. He continues better, his appetite 
is good. Pulfe regular and lefs weak: he finds 
himfelf gather ftrength, and the nervous tre- 
mors are lefs troublefome, but his eyes conti- 
nue weak and watery. Repetatur collyrium. 
| Let him now enjoy full dict, fermented liquors 
alone excepted. 


July 21. His appetite continues good, he is 
fenfibly ftronger, and has no complaints, but 
of weaknels of his cyes: keeps regular with 
refpect to flools. Continuentur regimen 
collyrium. 


' July 23. He recovers ftrength very faft. 

July 25. Has catched cold, and thereby in- 
flamed his eyes. Applic. Veficat. nucha, hora 
decubitus. 


July 28. The blifter difcharged well, and 


foon relieved his ophthalmia: continues to re 
cover ftrength. 
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Auguft 2. His eyes are quite free from in- 
flammation, but continue rather weak and 
watery; he has now very nearly recovered 
his natural ftrength of body, and firmnefs of 
nerves. 

Auguft 5. He thinks he has now recovered: 
his former vigour of conftitution, or thereabout; 
and is totally free from complaints, excepting 
watery eyes. . 

Thus we have given a particular hiftory of 
the cafe, and think the following circumftances 
merit fome notice. 

1. That after a ftate of apoplexy, or collapfe 
of the nervous fyftem, for an hour and a half, 
we found fymptoms of the moft violent ex- 
citement had taken place, even fuch as confti- 
tute a confiderable part of the character of 
phrenitis, or inflammation of the brain, viz. 
gain of the head, rednefs of the face and eyes, 
and an incapacity of bearing light and found, 
&c. Dolor capitis, rubor faciei et oculorum; 
lucis & foni intolerantia, &e. 


2. That the urgency of fymptoms required | 


fuch liberal evacuations (the lofs of bood alone, 
by eflimation, being near 50 ounces) as to in- 
duce a confiderable degree of debility, from 
which, and the more immediate effeéts of the 
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electric fhock upon the fyftem, the nerves of a 
healthy ftrong man became as fufceptible of 
tremors from the opening of a door, as thofe 
of a delicate hyfterical woman. 


3. That in nineteen days after (viz. from the 
, 17th of July to the sth of Auguft), by the ufe 
of his wonted diet, and the remains of ftrong. 
affimilating powers, the patient had recovered 
his former vigour of conftitution and firmnefs 

of nerves. 


Upon the whole, it muft be acknowleged 4 
that the ca‘e turned out fingular in feveral re- 
{pects, and we hope not wholly unufeful in - 
point of practice. 


For although there can be no doubt of the 
propriety of the antiphlogiftic treatment, when- 
ever the morbid effects of lightening are found 
to be of the inflammatory kind; yet this 
example may ferve to fhew, to what exterft 
the treatment may be fuccefsfully carried, when 
4ymptoms are highly urgent. 
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The Hiftory of a. Cafe_of obftruéted Secretion of 
Urine. By Dr. John Clarke, Phyjfician at 
Newcafile. 


R. H. aged 50, of.a corpulent habit, for- 

, merly fubject to fevere nephritic pa- 
roxyfins, and who at different times had voided 
feveral {mall ftones by the urethra, on the 22d 
of May 1776 was feized with a pain on the 
region of the kidneys, and on the left fide of 

the abdomen. He was fick at ftomach; vo- 
: mited frequently, was feverifh, coftive, and. 
had no defire to make urine. Continuing in 
this way reftlefs and pained, though to no great 
degree, he took a dole of falts and fome quack 
medicines. 

On the 27th of May, at 10 o’clock in the 
forenoon, I was defired to vifit him ;- I-found 
him anxious and reftlefs. He had an: inclina- 
tion to vomit, complained of a dull pain on 
the fmall of the back, and had flight twitches 
along the courfe of the ureters. His pulfe was 
full, and beat only 80 pulfations in a minute; 
he had f{weated none, but had fome feverifh 
heat and thirft ; his belly was regular; he had 
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no motion to make urine, neither had he void- 
ed a fingle drop for five days paft. No ful- 
nefs could be felt above the pubis, and he had 
no uneafinefs when the region of the bladder 
was prefled. Sixteen ounces of fizy blood 
were taken from his arm. Warm fomenta- 
tions, and a camphorated liniment were ore 
dered to be applied frequently to the fmall of 
the back, and along the courfe of the ureter. 
A turpentine clyfter was directed, and emulfio 
Arabica, with nitre, for common drink. In 

the evening he was rather eafier, but having _ 
made no urine, the clyfter was ordered to be 
repeated ; and a dofe of falts and manna, dif- 
folved in whey, was directed to be given in the 
morning. 

On the 27th, he had a flight hiccup. He — 
had feveral loofe ftools, but the obftruétion of 
urine ftill continued. He weat into the warm 
bath at 12 o’clock. His pulfe being full, 
32 ounces of blood were taken, and as he was 
very reftlefs, a draught with Sal. Diuret. and 
Tinct. Theb. was ordered at bed-time. 


~ Onthe 28th, he was very reftlefs, andat times 
comatofe in the night. This morning he la- 
boured under inexpreffible inquietude, though 
he complained of no pain; his eyes were ex-~ 
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ceedinoly dull; he had ftill no tenfion above 

the pubis; no inclination to make urine; nei- 
ther had his perfpiration any urinous fmell. 
The warm bath was again ordered, as he found 
temporary eafe from the former; and two 
fpoonfuls cf the camphorated emulfion were 
prefcribed every three hours. In the after- 
noon, he made fome drops of urine without 
any pain; at fix in the evening Dr. Rotheram 
joined me in confultation. We found our pa- 
tient ienfible, though inclinable to dofe. His 
pulfe being full, 12 ounces of blood were 
drawn from his arm, which was ftill buffy. 
The turpentine clyfter, and anodyne draught 
were dircéted to be continued, and a cupful of 
deco¢tion of Parictaria, with nitre, was or- 
dered to be taken every four hours, 


On the zgoth, he was more comatofe, and 
his pulfe began to fink; in the morning he 
had made a2 fpoonful of urine, which refem- 
bled ferum, and which had neither fmell nor 
tafte. The catheter was this day introduced, 
but the biadder was found to be empty. At 
night the coma encreafed, his face was con- 
vulfed, he had frequent hiccup and fubfultus 
tendinum. A bolus, with Sal Succini and ni- 
tie, was given at bed-time, wafhing it down 

with 
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with two fpoonfuls of the camphorated emul- 
fion. | 


On the 30th, at nine in the morning, his pulfe 
intermitted, his eyes were glofiy, and he was 
infenfible. The convulfions became more 
violent, and he expired at one o’clock in the 
afternoon. Soon after death, his face, neck, 
breaft, became emphyfematous and livid, 


and a confiderable quantity of blood iffued 


from the nofe and mouth. 


Having with great difficulty obtained leave, 
the body was opened next day by Mr. Leigh- 
ton. Upon dividing the integuments of the 
belly, we found the cellular membrane loaded 
with fat above an inch and a half thick. There 
was alfo a very great accumulation of fat in 
the omentum, and upon beth kidneys, each 
of which, at a moderate computation, would 
have weighed a pound, In the pelvis of the 
rioht kidney was found a confiderable quantity 
of gravel, and the right ureter, about the 
middle, was totally obftructed by a ftone of 
the fize and fhape of a horfe-bean. The por- 
tion betwixt this part and the kidney was al- 
moft entirely filled up with fand. The left 
kidney appeared inflamed, and approaching to 
a gangrenous ftate. In its pelvis were found 
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fome gravel, and a ftone of the fize and the 
figure of an almond ; and the ureter about the 
middle, was diftended with a ftone of a conical 
fhape, refembling in figure and fize the laft 
phalanx of the little finger. Above this ob- 
ftruétion, and below the kidney, a fmall quan- 
tity of ferous fluid was depofited, and about 
a fpoonful and a half of a fimilar fluid, with- 
out any urinous fmell, in the pelvis of both 
kidneys. The bladder was quite empty, but 
appeared perfectly found, and contained a 
fmooth oval ftone which weighed upwards of 
three drachms. 


III. 


The Hiftory of a flagular Affeétion of Refpiration, 
with an Accouat of ike Appearances on Diffeétion, 


by Dr. Seguin Henry Jackfon, Phyfician in 


London. 


K. wt. 42, a-married woman, was ad- 

JF @ mitted on the 2d of April into the cli- 
nical ward of the Royal Infirmary at Edin- 
burgh, when I had the honour of officiating 
as affiftant to the clinical phyficians. About 
three years before that, fhe became affeéted 
with 
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with a difficulty of breathing, and j ain about 
the region of the ftomach, and in the left fide 
immediately below the fhort ribs ; thefe com- 
plaints continued for about three months, and 
were carried off by taking fome medicines. 


She continued free of fuch complaints till 
about half a year before her admiffion into the 
hofpital, when fhe was again feized with 
dyfpnoea, which came on in a gradual manner, 
attended with a fenfe of oppreffion about the 
precordia, but no pain in the fide. With 


no other complaint but this difficulty of — 


breathing fhe continued to be diftreffed for 
about two months, gradually becoming worfe 
and worfe, and then fhe became alfo affected with 
eructations of wind from her ftomach, arifing 
in conftant fucceffion, and attended with a 
croaking noife. 

At the time of her admittance into the 
Royal Infirmary her complaints were very fe- 
vere. 


She would then frequently complain of pain 
in different parts of the thorax; one while in 


the region of the liver, or in that part of the — 


diaphragm connected with it, particularly 
when preffed by the hand, or when the eruc- 
tation was feyere; another while in the left 

fide ; 


— 


\a 
| 
! 
J 
f | 
j 
} 
| 
‘ 


fide; and again, at other times, in the back, 
feemingly in the courfe of the diaphragm ; fhe 
was alfo much affected at times with palpita- 
tion of the heart. 


The eructations of wind were very frequent, 
aid generally relieved the dyfpnoca, but a fenfe 
of fuffocation remained a fhort time after the 
belching. 

A conftant croaking noife attended her re- 
{piration, but was moft confiderable when the 
erructations came on, After any furprize her 
{peech was ftopt, and the eructations of wind 
were increafed. She was fenfible of a ftrait- 
nefs in her cheft, particularly in ftooping, and 
of a conftriction in her throat; her abdomen 
appeared tumified but without fluctuation, and 
rather tympanitic. Her face was in general 
flufhed, and fhe would fometimes complain of 
a heat rifing in her ftomach, and in the palms 
of her hands; fhe had been much troubled 
with head-ach, but never with hyfteric fits. 
Her pulfe was always above the natural ftand- 
ard, fometimes up to 120. Her tongue clean, 
her belly in gencral bound, appetite change- 
able, no thirit, inenfes had appeared only once 
for three years paft. She affigned no caufe for 
ner compiaits, but faid fhe had hived in a 
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damp houfe, and had undergone confiderable 
vexation. 


After having remained in the Infirmary fome 
weeks, fhe was difmiffed much relieved, hav- 
ing been feveral times bled, and having ufed 
ether, bark, &c. When blood was drawn, 
it was aiways covered with a buffy coat. Two 
or three weeks after her difmiffion, I had an op- 
portunity of feeing her at her own habitation, 
and found her in a melancholy fituation, her 
former complaints having again returned with 
ftill greater feverity. The ftate of refpiration 
was then as follows: on infpiration fhe was 
fenfible of a refiflance to the entrance of the 
air, at the anterior part of the neck. At the 
fame time a found was produced difficult to be 
defcribed, but harfh, croaking, and fometimes 
would very much refemble that attending the 
croup; fhe was alfo fenfible, on infpiration, of 
her ftomach’s fwelling, and particularly fo 
when fhe was withoit ftays. 


At the end of infpiration fhe uttered her 
language diftinétly, but only for a fhort time ; 
for when expiration fucceeded fhe eructated a 
great quantity of wind from her ftomach. She 
did not now complain of any wind rifing from 
her bowels, though the abdomen was rather 
tumid, | 


| 
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With this condition of refpiration fhe was 
continually troubled, and complained of no- 
thing elfe but a pain at the pit of her ftomach. 


As venefection feemed formerly to have . 


done her fervice, and as fhe was herfelf de- 
firous of it, twelve ounces of blood were taken 
from her arm, but it did not afford her even 
temporary relief, and it was not again re- 
peated. | | 


She took frequent dofes of liquid laudanum 
and fpirit. Corn. Cerv. equal parts, for about a 
week, but without the flighteft relief, though 
fome degree of drowfinefs was produced ; fhe 
was alfo bliftered at the ftomach. From the 
inutility of thefe remedies, I began to fufpeé& 
fome organic affection as the caufe of her trou- 
ble, and defpaired of doing her any fervice, 
Her ftrength began to fail her faft; fhe could 
fleep none from the difficulty of refpiration ; 
and in a few days, quite worn out, fhe died. 


I had the good fortune to infpect the body 
after death, and met with the following fa- 
tisfactory condition of the pneumonic organs. 


The aperture of, and the paflage through 
the larynx, below its ventricles or finutles, 
were fo much diminifhed from the natural fize, 


that it would with difficulty admit a fix-pence, 


no 
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‘no more of the paffage remaining than a nar- 
row flit fufficient for that purpofe. 


This diminution of the paffage feemed to be 
owing to a thickening of the membrane lining 
the larynx, and it was fo firm that it required 
much force to make the point of the fore-finger 
pafs between the edges of the afore mentioned, 
flit. 

The edges of the ventricles were alfo thicker 
than natural; none of the mufcles moving 
them could be diftinétly traced. | 

The trachea was natural, but the lungs were 
" quite collapfed and free of air, containing little 
more than a frothy fluid; fo that their bulk 
was very inconfiderable, and the cavity of the 
thorax thereby to appearance empty. 

The fuperior furface of the diaphragm was | 
flightly inflamed, particularly at its connection 
with the mediaftinum. | 

The thyroide gland was alfo conftderably 
larger than natural, and divided into two 
large lobes, qne on each fide of the trachea. 
There was no appearance of inflammation 
about either the larynx, thyroide gland, or | 
trachea. 


The following queftions naturally prefent | 
themfelves, from the event of this diffection. 


1. Does 


t 
‘ 'y 
\ 
4 
4 


. i 
~ 


214 MEDICA L 


4. Does not the preternatural condition of 
the larynx account fufficiently for the flatu- 
lence of the ftomach. For, may not the air, 
from the refiftance it met with at the larynx, 


have been partly forced to make its way into” 
the ftomach ? 


The phonomena of this affection render it 
probable. 4. Becaufe when the breathing was 
moft difficult, her flatulence was greateft. 2. 
She was fenfible of the fwelling of the ftomach 
during infpiration. 3. Whatever increafed 
the difficulty of breathing, increafed the flatu- 
lence. 4. The quantity of air evacuated far 
exceeded what could poffibly be the product 


of the prime vie. 5. She wanted the other 
fymptoms of a lofs of tone in the alimentary 
canal. 


2. Does not this cafe render it dubious, whe- 
ther the voice is folely produced by the liga- 
ments of the larynx forming the ventricles ? 

3- Would not this cafe have been a favour- 
able one for bronchotomy; or, would fuch 
have been hazardous, from the poffibility that 


fuch fymptoms might arife from a conftriction 
in the courfe of the trachea? 


We cannot well determine this point, though 
we think it not probable that fuch an affec- 


tion 
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tion of the voice could be produced in any 
other part but the larynx, thus morbidly con- 
ditioned, and that this would fufficiently point 


out the feat of the difeafe, and incline us to’ 


favour the operation, after all other remedies 
had been previoufly employed without effect. 


IV. 
The Hiftory of a Cafe of Retroverted Uterus. 


By Dr. John Evans, Phyjfician at Ofweftry, 


Shropfbire. 


N Friday evening, the 28th Aueuft, I 
was fent for to Mary Jones, a poor wo- 
man (fix miles from this town) of a delicate 
make, who had had feveral children, and 
was then fuppofed between two and three 
months advanced in her pregnancy. 


About 15 or 16 days before, upon lifting 
up a heavy burden, fhe fuddenly felt a weight 
and uneafy bearing down in the vagina, and 
was foon after feized with excruciating pains 
in the lower part of the belly, accompanied 
with a difficulty of making water, which made 
her dread a mifcarriage. Thefe complaints 


continued till I faw her. Upon my arrival I 
found 
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found a confiderable enlargement of the ab- 
domen, and a total fuppreffion of urine. With 


fome difficulty I introduced the catheter, and 
drew off eight pints and ahalf. Afterwards 
a clyfter was thrown up, which produced a co- 
pious difcharge. She feemed that night much 
eaficr. I adminiftered an opiate, in order to 
procure fome fleep, which fhe had been a 
ftranger to for feveral nights. 


_ The next morning I vifited her again, and 
to my great difappointment was informed that 
her pain had returned about two hours after I 
had left her, the preceding evening. I then 
thought it advifeable to repeat the introduction 
of the catheter, by which two pints more of 


turbid urine were drawn off, and ey patient . 


was amazingly relieved. 


Upon examination I was well convinced that 
this was a cafe of retroverted uterus. I then 
made an attempt to reduce it to its natural fi- 
tuation, by introducing two fingers of my 
left-hand up the rectum, and my other hand 
up the vagina. I pufhed up the fundus uteri 
gently, at the fame time pulling down the 
upper part of the vagina. With a little per- 
feverance my endeavours happily fucceeded : I 

directed ner to neep her bed for three or 
four 
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four days, and ever fince fhe has been ora- 
dually recovering, 


Vv. 


The Hiftory of a Cafe of Retroverted Uterus. By 
Dr. Swan, Phyjfician at Dumbarton. 


¥ Was called on the ath April, 1758, in the 

evening, to the wife of James M‘Donald, 
in Old Killpatrick parifh; fhe was a tall well 
made woman, between three and four months 
gone with child, and had the preceding day 
got a fall going over a wall near her own 
houfe. Immediately after this fhe was taken 
with down-bearing pains and fuppreffion of 
urine. On examination I found the fundus 
uteri fallen down to the lower part of the 
pelvis prefenting like a large ball equally at 
the anus, and os externum uteri ; a part of the 
vagina next to the perineum fallen without 
the os externum; and the os tince turned for- 
wards to the os pubis and raifed above, preffing 
on the neck of the urinary bladder; the 
bladder being at the fame time more diftended. 
Blood letting, clyfters, and fomentations had 
no effect in giving her relief. I drew off by 
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the aid of a catheter about fix pounds of 
urine; but the vagina and neighbouring parts 
were fo rigid, dry, and inflamed that I could 
not think of handling them, I therefore re- 
peated the blood letting, emollient clyfters, and 
fomentations. That evening the urinary blad- 
der feemed to be near as much diftended as 
before, fhe having paffed no urine; the fundus 
uteri was {till low in the pelvis. About four 
pints of urine were taken off by the catheter, 
and the parts were not fo dry, rigid, and in- 
flamed as formerly,. therefore with a finger in 
vagina and another in anus, I raifed up the 
fundus uteri till the 03 tincz came into its na- 
tural pofition, I directed her to keep in bed 
for fome days, and to lie chiefly on either 
fide with the nates raifed, to make no great ef- 
forts or ftraining at ftool, to keep an open 
belly by clyfters, and to take an anodyne ocea- 
fionally. By thefe means fhe recovered, had 
no relapic, went on in her pregnancy, and. 
at the ufual time was delivered, of a firong, 
‘healthy child.. 
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Medical News. 


HE following account of the method of 
treating dropfy of the brain by mercury, 
has been communicated to Dr. Duncan, in a 


letter from Dr. Matthew Dobfon, phyfician in 
Liverpool, 


The cafe of hydrocephalus internus’ men- 
tioned by Dr. Percival in the Medical Com- 
mentaries, volume V. page 174, and referred 
to by Dr. Simmons, page 420 of the fame | 
volume, was communicated to feveral of my | 
medical friends in different parts of the kmg- 
dam, during the years 1775, 1776, and 1777. 
My reafon for withholding it from the public, 
was the defire of having a practice, which 


fome 
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fome may confider not only as new but hardy, 
fupported by a ftronger authority than that of 
a folitary cafe. But I no longer hefitate now 
to publifh the cafe, as three indubitable in- 
{tances of hydyocephalus interaus have occur- 
red, in which this method of cure has fuc- 
ceeded: and I hope that on fill farther trial 
it will be found the happy means of preferving 
fome lives, from the fatal efects of this formid- 
able difeafe. 


thall be obliged to any of thofe gentle- 
men of the faculty who adopt the practice, if 
they will communicate to me the refult of their 
experience, whether favourableor unfavourable. 
A more extenfive cclicction of cafes and facts, 
may enabie me to make fuch general obferva- 
tions as may be more clearly conclufive both 
with refpect to the nature of the difeafe, and 
the probability of fuccefs. 
<¢ The mercurial courfe was firft tried in the 
following cafe. 


of Hydrocephalus Interius. 


«¢ On the 13th of February 1775, I was called 
to the only fon of Mr. C. a gentleman of 
this place: the child was between three and 
four 


| 
| 

| 

| 

} 

| 

| 

| 

| | 


COMMENTARIES. 21 


four years of age, had been indifpofed about 
eight days, and had frequently complained of 
pain in his head and wearinefs, and pains in 
his limbs; had been fick by fits, and fometimes 
“vomited ; was feverifh, and could not bear the 


light, 


“¢ T was much alarmed on hearing this ac- 
count, as the /ydrocephalus internus had already 
proved fatal to three children of this family, 
who had all been under my care. And that 

‘this had been the difeafe was evident, both © 
from the fymptoms and the appearances on 
difection, But my alarm was much farther 
encreafed, on examining the little patient. The 
pulfe 1 found very frequent and irregular. 
The head hot, the cheeks flufhed, the pupils di- 
lated, and a great degree of firabifmus. There 
remained no deubt with refpeé to the nature 


of the difeafe. 


« An emetic, fome calomel powders, and a 

| purgative had been adminiftered, without af- 
fording any relief. I direéted the pediluvium, 

and emetic tartar to be given in fuch dofes as 

to excite naufea. 

s¢ February 14th. The fymptoms the fame, 

with frequent ftartings, difturbed fleep, and 

P 2 toffing 


. 


tofiing from fice to fide on the pillow. A 
blifter was applied between the fhoulders, the 


pediluvium repeated, and the emetic tartar 
continued, 


y5th. Comatofe, reftlefs, and fhrieking by 
fits. The pulfe flower than in health, and the 
eyes infenfible even to the impreffions of ftrong 
light. 

<< As I had no hope of doing any thing ef- 
fectual for the recovery of my patient, I paid 
my vifits, prefcribed, and gave directions with 
a fore-boding and heavy heart. Anxioufly, 
however, confidering the cafe in different points 
of view, and fully convinced that it was vain 
to purfue the ufual line of practice, it occurred 
to me, that mercurials, fo far urged as to 
enter the courfe of circulation, and affect the 
falivary glands, might poffibly reach the fy- 
{tem of abforbents in the ventricles of the 
brain, and thus remove the extravafated fluid. 


«¢ The fhort continuance of the difeafe, and 
the apparent ftreneth of my patient, were fa- 
vourable to the trial of this method. No 
time, however, was to be loft. The parents 
were confulted, and readily gave their fanc- 
tion to the propofal; for they were convinced 
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that unlefs fome powerful fteps were taken, 
“this their only fon, muft be numbered with 
thofe-of their children, who had already fallen 
a facrifiee to the difeafe. 


“¢ The mercurial .courfe, therefore, was com- 
menced and urged on with caution and expedi- 
‘tian. In forty-eight hours the breath began to 
_ be offenfive, the gums were reddifh and fwelled, 
and the fymptoms of the difeafe, fo far as could 
‘be diftinguifhed, were fomewhat abated. In 
forty-eight hours more, the ptyalifm came on, 
andthe difeafe was evidently declining. Between 
the rth and the 22d he took twenty grains of 
calomel, and one drachm of the ftrongeft mer- 
curial ointment was likewife rubbed in well 
upon the legs and thighs. The dofe of calo- 
mel was one grain, mixed with a little fugar, 
and repeated at fuch intervals as the circum- 
{tances of the cafe pointed out. 


¢ After the 22d no more mercurials were ad- 
miniftered, a moderate ptyalifm continued for 
five or fix days, then gradually ceafed, and 
the difeafe was entirely removed. The bark 
was then given, as the beft tonic remedy after 
the mercurial courfe, and as the beft preferva- 
vative againfta relapfe. The ftrabifmus I ob- 
ferved was the laft {ymptom which difappeared. 
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<< From the 15th, no other medicines were 
ufed except mercurials. I entertained the fame 
favourable expectations with Dr. Simmons 
from the ufe of blifters, but experience has 
convinced me that their operation is inade- 
quate, The three fifters of the above patient, 
who all died of this difeafe, were treated with 
blifters, and to one of them they were applied ° 
in fucceffion to the head, behind the ears, and 


between the fhoulders.” 


The following extra of a letter from Dr. 
Percival to Dr. Duncan, concerning the new 
method of treating the dropfy of the brain, af- 
fords additional confirmation of the efficacy of 
that practice. 

‘© Though the arguments of your very 
ingenious correfpondent Dr. Simmons have 
not produced any change in my fentiments ; 
yet I think myfelf obliged by his candour, 
and honoured by his politencfs. And as I am 

perfuaded that his ftri¢ctures proceed from the 
love of truth and a fpirit of benevolence, I 
doubt not it will afford him fatisfaction to hear, 
that farther experience has furnifhed me with 


® Sce the Medical Commentaries, vol. v. p. 171. 
fulley 
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fuller evidence of the fafety and efficacy of 
mercury, timely adminiftered, in'the Aydroce- 


phalus internus. 


_€ One of my own children, a girl, aged three 
years and three months, has lately been a fe- 
vere fufferer under this alarming malady. As 

: foon as the characteriftic fymptoms of the dif- 
eafe clearly manifefted themfelves, I laid afide 
all other remedies, convinced, by repeated ob- 
fervation, of their infufficiency, and trutted 
folely, though with much folicitude, to the in- 
ternal and external ufe of mercury. In forty- 
eight hours, figns of amendment appeared, 
and her recovery was perfected in fix days. 
During this fpace of time, thirteen grains of 
calomel were adminifiered, and feven fcruples 
of the wuguentum mercuriale fortius carefully 
rubbed into her legs. 


<¢T do not fend you a detail of the cafe, be- 
caufe [ fhall probably offer it myfelf to the 
public ; for having marked every circumftance 
of the difeafe with the watchful and anxious 
attention of a parent, I may, perhaps, have 
acquired a more intimate knowlege of its 
nature, and of the peculiar operation of mer- 
cury in the cure of it, than can be obtained in 
the ordinary courfe of a phyfician’s practice. 
Tam 
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f am willing to hope, at Icaft, that I have been 
able to guard againft deception. 


In the treatment of the bydrscephalus iuter- 
nus, noremedy has had a more general trial 
then bhifters: I have often employed them 
myfelf; but never yet faw any inftance in 
which they could be faid to produce cther 
than palliative effects. The publication of 
Dr. Ambrofe Dawfon, referred to in the laf 
number of the Medical Commentaries, has not 
yet fallen into my hands; but that learned 
and judicious phyfician informs me, that his 
notes were not fufficiently minute and parti- 
cular to afcertain the cafes to be of the malady 
in aueftion. The fatality of the diforder, he 
fays, convinced him that purgatives and diu- 
retics are given on a bad theory, and the main 
defien of his paper is to incite the faculty to 
attempt the difcovery of a more fuccefsful 
method of cure. 


‘¢ Mention is made of only one blifter, in the 
curious hiftory of a dropfy of the brain, com- 
-municated fome time ago by my friend Dr. 
Dobfon. This was applied between the fhoul- 
ders, on the 14th of Feb. 1775. On the 15th, 
the dileafe feems, by the doctor’s letter which 
now lics before me, to. have made a rapid 
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progrefs; the mercurial courfe was therefore 


commenced, and continued till the 22d, when 
the child was out of danger,” 


We mentioned in a former number, the death 
of that ingenious gentleman Mr, Charles Dar- 
win, whofe early exertions, in the line of medi- 
cine and philofophy, could not fail to infpire 
the higheft future expectations. <A plain, but 
neat marble monument, has been lately erected 
to his memory, in the church-yard belonging 
to the chapel of St. Cuthbert, at Edinburgh, 
on which is the following infcription. © 


CHARLES DARWIN, 
Was born at Litchfield, Sept. 3, 1758, 
And died at Edinburgh, May 15, 1778. 


Poffeffed-of uncommon abilities and aétivity, he 
had acquired knowlege in every department of 


Medical and Philofophical Science much beyond 
his years. 


He gained the firft medal offered by the 7Efcu= 
Japian Society for a criterion to diftinguifh Matter 
from Mucus; and had prepared a Thefis for his 


Graduation, on the Retrogade Motion of the 


Lymphatic Veffels, in fome Difeafes. 
He 
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He cultivated with fuccefs the friendthip of ins 


genious mem ; and was interred by favour of Dr, 
A. Duncan, in this his burial piace, 


Fame’s boaftful chiflt] Fortune’s filver plume 


Mark but the mould’ring urn, or deck the tomb, 


When it was known that the friends of Mr, 


Darwin intended to place a monumental in- 
{cription over his. grave, a few Ines wricten 
by his intimate friend Dr. Fowler, now phyfi- 
cian at Stafford, were inferted in the Birming- 
ham and York Chronicle, for the confideration 
ef his friends; and althcugh the infcription 
which has already been given, haa before that 
been adopted, yet, we imagine, it will not be 
ditagreeable to any one who has a due regard 
for the memory of diftincuithed worth, and 
who underftands how far the conduct of mane 
kind to the dead has an effect upon the liv- 
ing, that we give place to the jentiments of a 
friend, intimately acquainted with the merit 
and abilities of the deceafed. 


To the memory of the Jate ingenious Mr, 
Charles Darwin of Litchnheld, Student of Medi- 
cine at Edinburgh. Who departed this life, May 
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15, 1778, before he had reached the 2oth year of 


his age, 


Peace to his afhes——to his memory fame ; 

Let thefe few lines intrinfic worth proclaim, 
With learning, judgment, wit, and genius blef, 
A noble ardour fir’d his youthful breaft ; 
Eager of fcience, he explor’d each part, 

But eager moft he grafp’d the healing art ; 

His zeal was fuch that fxill’d beyond a youth, 
He died a martyr in purfuit of truth ; 

Yet not before his genius bright had fhone, 
And gain’d him Jaurels and a high renown ; 
Oh had he liv'd till learned age had run 

The glorious race, his youth had but begun, | 
Then future myriads, hy difeafes torn, 

Had thankful bleft the day that he was-born. 


tranflation of the Prime Linea Phyfio- 


logie, of Dr. Haller, lias lately been publifhed 
at Edinburgh. In the advertifement which ts 


prefixed to this work, the tranflators, after 
mentioning the different editions of the ort- 


ginal, obferve, that what they now offer to 
the public is an exact tranflation of the edt- 


tion printed at Edinburgh, under the direction 
of Dr, Cullen; and they have not omitted a 
trane 
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tranflation. of the elaborate Index, which was 
fubjoined to it, in which a comperidious ana- 
lyfis is given of the whole work. 


On Monday the 12th of April, being the 
anniverfary of the birth day of the illuftrious 
Harvey, the Harveian Oration inftituted with 
the view of doing honour to his memory was 
delivered at Edinburgh, by Dr. Charles 
Webfter. The fubjeét of this oration was an 
account of the character and writings of the 
late juftly celebrated Dr. Haller. 


We formerly gave our readers reafon to ex- 
pect that they fhould find in this work a 
fhort hiftory of that illuftrious medical phi- 
lofopher, and we hope foon to fulfil our 
intention. But we are ftill under the ne- 
ceffity of delaying it. We flatter ourfelves 
however, that fome intended alterations which 
will probably take place in this work, with 
the commencement of our next volume, may 
hereafter prevent fimilar accidents. 


After the delivery of the Harveian Oration 


at Edinburgh, the annual prize medal, given 
with the view of promoting experimental in- 


quiry 
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quiry at that place, was publicly delivered to 
Dr. Edward Stevens, from the Ifland of St. 
Croix. 

Our readers may remember that the fubje@® 
propeofed for the prize differtation, was an Ex- 
perimental Inquiry concerning the red Colour 
of the Blood; the prize was unanimoufly ad- 


judged to a Diflertation to which was prefixed 
the following motto. 


Tentanda via eff qua me quoque poffune 


Tollere humo, vitlorque virum volitare per ores 


This Differtation was found to be written 
by Dr. Stevens. Without pretending to 
give any particular account of it, we fhail 
only at prefent obferve, that it confifts almoft 
entirely of a detail of experiments which feem 
to have been inftituted with no lefs judgment 
than ingenuity, and conducted with the moft 
accurate attention. The general conclufion 
from his experiments, is, that the red colour 
of the blood, depends on the principle of in- 
flammability which it contains. 


The fubje&t prepared for the prize Differta- 
tion for next year is, an Experimental Inquiry 
concerning the Nature and Properties of the 
coagulable Lymph or Gluten of the Blood. 
The 
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The competitors for this prize muft tranif= 
mit their Differtations to Dr. Duncan, on or 
before the firft of January, 1779. To thefe Dif- 
fertations it is required that each candidate 
fhall prefix a motto, and with the Differtation 
he muft fend a fealed letter, containing his 
name and place of abode. The fame motto 
muft be written on the back of the letter with 
that which is prefixed to the differtation. 


Mr. de la Blancherie of Paris, has lately fet 
on foot an inftitutition for holding a general 
correfpondence relative to {ciences, arts, letters, 
and the lives of illuftrious men, diftinguifhed 
by their learning, in ail countries. 


The Royal Academy of Sciences, fome time 
ago, appointed a committee to examine into 
this project, who returned a very favourable 
report, and recommended it as being a fcheme 
which deferved encouragement and the affift- 
ance of the learned. | 


From this inftitution it 1s intended, that 
there fhall be a weekly publication, containing 
intelligence from the republic of learning and 
arts; and from the account which is given by 
the members of the Royal Academy of Sciences 
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of the labour and expence which Mr. de la Blan- 
cherie has beftowed, as well as from the active 
zeal which he poffeffes, there is no reafon to hope 
that this publication will be highly conducive 
to the progrefs of ufeful fcicnces. 


The Medical Society of Edinburgh have 
latcly come to the refolution of making an 
important addition to their bufinefs, we | it 
is hoped, may be attended with the moft ufe- 
ful confequences. Befides their ufual weekly 
meetings, at which papers read by their ordi- 
nary members, are the fubject of difcuffions, 
calculated principally for the improvement of 
the induftrious ftudent ; they are to hold alfo 
regular monthly meetings, for reading ahd con- 
fidering practical papers in and 
dical philofophy, intended for publication. 
They have appointed a committee for con- 
ducting this publication, and they have ad- 
drefled their abfent members, many of whom 
are practitioners of high reputation in every 
part of the Britifh dominions, foliciting com- 
munications for their tranfactions. We fhall 
here prefent our readers with a copy of their 


Vou. VI. No. 22. cit- 
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circular letter, which explains the nature of 
their intention, and gives a lift of their com- 
mittee. And we may further add, that al- 
though hitherto they have addreffed their own 
members only, yet communications, fuited to 
their defign, from any other practitioners will 
be highly acceptable. 


Sir, 


< THE Medical Society of Edinburgh, 
lately erected into a body politic, by a charter 
from the crown, have elected a committee for 
the purpofe of conducting an annual publica- 
tion. The refpectable footing the Society is 
now on, the very eminent names in almoft 
every part of the world which grace its regif- 
ter, the valuable communications with which 
it is frequently favoured, hitherto loft to 
the public, and a defire to extend medical 


knowledge, are the motives to this under- 
taking. 


‘* The following gentlemen are appointed 
the committee for publication : Drs. Cullen, 
Monro, Duncan, Stevens, and Stapleton ; 
Meff. Hamilton, Aitken, Rufiel, Ford, Pel- 
let, Logan, Broughton, Cleghorn, and Quin. 
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s¢ Any communications er medicine, or fub- 
‘jects connected with that fcience, tranfmitted 
to us, will be gratefully received. 


Edtabessh, We are, Sir, 
March 1, 1779- 


Your moft obedient Servants, 


ANDREW WARDROPE, M.D. 
CHARLES WEBSTER, M.D. 


Secretaries to the Committee for Publication.’’ 


* * & ® 


Dr. David M‘Bride, whofe genius and in- 
duftry entitled him to the firft rank among the 
philofophers and phyficians of the prefent 
age, died lately in Dublin. We were in 
hopes that we fhould have been able, in the 
prefent number, to have introduced fome ac- 
count of his life, writings, and charatter ; 
but we have not hitherro obtained fuch intel- 
Iigence as to put it 1n our power to prefent 
our readers with an account,’ which could 
fatisfy the laudable curiofity of thofe who have 
a jufi efteem for diftinguifhed merit. 


Q Dr. 
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Dr. John Rutherford, Emeritus Profeffor of 
the Practice of Medicine, in the univerfity of 
Edinburgh, and one of thofe eminent teachers 
to whom the medical fchool at Edinburgh 1s 
indebted for its origin, lately died at that place 
in an advanced age. Although Dr. Ruthcr- 
ford had, for feveral years, retired from the 
duties of public teaching, as well as from the 
fatioues of extenfive practice, yet he retained 
to the laft, that penetrating judgment which 
diftinguifhed him ever in life as a fuccefsful 
practitioner. 


SECT. 


kK te 
it 
if 
«6 
2 
4 
i? 
Be 
a 
| 


COMMENTARIES. 234 


Lift of New Books. 


Ables of the fkeleton and mufcles of 

the human body. By Bernard Siegfried 
Albinus. Tranflated from the Latin, Folio 
Edinburgh. | 


Firft lines of phyfiology. By Baron Alber- 
tus Haller, M. D. tranflated from the correé& 
Latin edition, which was printed under the in- 
fection of William Cullen, M. D. to which is 
added, a tranflation of the elaborate index 
compofed for that edition. S8vo. Edinburgh. 


Firft lines of the practice of phyfic, for 
the ufe of ftudents in the univerfity of Edin- 
burgh, by William Cullen, M. D. and P. 
Vol. II. 8vo, Edinburgh. 


Remarks on that kind of palfy of the lower 
limbs, which is frequently found to accom- 
pany a curvature of the fpine, and is fuppofed 

to 
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to be caufed by it. Together with the me- 
thod of cure; to which are added, obfervations 
on the neceffity and propriety of amputation 
in certain cafes, and under certain circum- 


ftances. By Percival Pott, F.R. S. 


Svo. 
London. 


Synopfis medica, or a fhort view of the 
modern practice of phyfic, with a pharmaco- 
poeia extemporanea. Vol. I. 8vo. London. 


An account of the fcarlet fever and fore 
throat, or fcarlatina anginofa, particularly as 
it appeared at Birmingham in the year 1978. 
By William Withering, M.D. 8vo. London. 


A treatife on the malignant angina, or 
putrid ulcerous fore throat; to which are 
added fome remarks on the angina trachealis. 
By J. Johnftone, M. D. Phyfician at Wor- 


ecller. 8vo. London. 


An eflay on the confequences attending in- 
judicious bleeding in pregnancy. 
Vallis M.D. 8vo. Londen. 


The complete Englifh phyfician, or an uni- 


verfal library of family medicine. By Alex- 
ander Gordon, M.D. 8vo. 


By George 


London. 
Every patient his own doé¢tor, or the fick 
man’s triumph over death and the grave. By 


Lewis Robinfon, M.D. 8ve. 
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A letter to Dr. Hardy, Phyfician, on the ; 
hints he has given concerning the origin of | 
the gout, in his late publication on the Devon- 
fhire cholic, By Francis Riollay, M. B. 8vo. : 
London. 


| A philofophical inguiry into the caufe of 
animal heat: with incidental obfervations cn 
feveral phyflological and chemical queftions, 
connected with the fubjeé. By P. Dugud 
Leflic, 8vo. Londen. 


An effay on the cure of abfecfies by cauftic, 
and on the treatment of wounds and ulcers; 
with obfervations on fome improvements in fur- 
oery. By P. Clare, Surgeon. 8vo. London, 

Hiftory of the crigin of Medicine. By 
John Coakely Lettfom, M.D. gto. London. 


A treatife on the hydroccle. By Laurence 
Nannoni. 8vo. London. 


Remarks on Dr. Lettfom’s letter to Sir 
Rebert Barker, end George Stacpodle, Efa. 
pon general inoculation. By the hon. Ba- 
ron Dimidale. S8vo. London. 


Obfervations on the plan propofed for efts- 
Lifhing a difpenfary and medical focicty, for | 
the private and only immediate ufe of the 
fubferibers. 8vo. London. 
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A differtation on the teeth and gums, and 
the feveral diforders to which they are liable. 
By William Bennet, Surgeon. 8vo. London. 


Obfervations on the efficacy of a new mer- 
curial preparation, for the cure of the vene- 
real diicafe. By Henry Wattell, Surgeon. 
8vo. London. 


An account of the experiments made at 
the Pantheon, on conductors for lightning. 
By B. Wilfon, F.R.S. 8vo. London. 


Mufeum Britannicum, being part of the 
general contents of the Britifh Mufeum, il- 
juftrated with prints. By John and Andrew 
Rymsdyck. Folio. London. 


Precis de la medecine-pratique, Par M. 
Lieutaud, premier medecin du roi, &c. nou- 


velle edition reviie par ’autcur, deux tomes, 
8vo. Paris. 


Avis aux bonnes menageres des villes & 
des campagnes, fur la meilleure maniere de 
faire leur pain. Par M. Parmentier. 8vo. 
Paris. 


Confpectus ccconomiz animalis feu com- 
pendium phyfiologiz, a Stephano Groffin Du- 
hame, M, D. Monfpclienfi, &c. 8vo. 
Tiflis. | 
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La theorie du chirurgien, ou anatomie ge- 
nerale & particuliere du corps humain avec — 
des obfervations chirurgicales fur chaque par- 
tie. Par M, Durand, ancien chirurgien aide 
major des camps & des armees du roi. 
2 tomes. 8vo. Paris. 


Eloge hiftorique de M. Venel, profeffeur 
en medecine dans |’ univerfité de Montpellier, 
membre de la fociété royale des fciences, &c. 
par J. J. M. docteur en medecine de l’univer- 
fité de Montpellier. 8vo. Grenoble. 


Effais de Jean Rey, M. D. fur la recherche 
de la caufe par laquelle l’etain and le plomb 
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Nouvelle edition, avec des notes par M. 
Gobet. 8vo. Paris. 

De la vieilleffe. Par M. Robert, 
regent de la faculté de medecine de Paris, 
premier medecin, and conieiiler intime de feu 
S. A. S. Chriftian IV. comte Palatin, duc de 
Deux-Ponts. 8vo, Paris. 
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